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A sample reading from Mike Astrology. Thisis the complete report a
customer recelives, generated by the same engine — nothing here was

written for this page.

Birth data: 27 November 1940, 07:12, San Francisco, California,
USA.

About the birth time: 07:12 isthe time reported in public astrology
databases, not a time taken from a birth certificate. Houses and the
rising sign depend on the exact minute, so house-based sections should
be read as the chart as commonly published rather than as settled fact.

Thisisan astrological reading, not reporting. It describes a chart. It
Is not a claim about what Bruce Leeis actually like, and he has no

connection to Mike Astrology.

| ntroduction to Your Youth Chart

You are being read at an age when almost everything is still moving,

and that is worth saying before anything else.

A birth chart does not change. Y ou do — enormously, and fastest in
exactly the yearsthisreading is aimed at. So what followsisnot a
description of afinished person. It is a description of the raw material:

what you are naturally drawn to, where your energy actually goes as



opposed to where you think it should, what is going to come easily and
what is going to cost you real effort. All of that is stable. What you
build with it is not decided yet, and nothing here decidesiit.

The most useful way to read thisis as permission rather than
instruction. A great deal of being young is being told what a reasonable
life looks like by people who mean well and are describing their own
chart rather than yours. If something in here names a quality you have
been quietly told to tone down, that is the passage to pay attention to.
Charts are frequently more generous about people than their families

are.

Be careful of onething. It istempting at your age to take a chart as an
identity — to decide you ARE the difficult aspect or the impressive
one, and then arrange yourself around it. Do not. A placement isa
tendency under pressure, not a personality, and the people who get the
most out of astrology are the ones who use it as a mirror occasionally

rather than as amould permanently.

Also: the hard placements are not bad news. Almost everyone who is
genuinely good at something had to learn it consciously, and the thing
you have to work at in yourself tends to become the thing you can
eventually do for other people better than anyone to whom it came

free.



The line to keep: this describes what you were handed, and you are at

the exact age where what you do with it is still entirely open.

What You Are Made Of

Underneath every particular placement, a chart has aweight to it.

There are four raw materials and everybody has al of them in some
proportion: fire, which isimpulse and heat; earth, which is the body
and the practical world; air, which iswords and ideas; and water,
which isfeeling. Almost everybody leans, and knowing which way
you lean explains a good deal of what you have probably been toldisa

fault.

This matters more than it sounds, and hereiswhy. A great deal of the
friction between you and the adults around you is not disobedience and
not a personality clash. It is two people running on different raw
materials, each assuming the other is being difficult on purpose. If you
are watery and somebody asks you to explain why you are upset, you
cannot, and you look evasive. If you are airy and somebody asks you
to stop analysing and just feel something, you cannot do that either,

and you look cold. Neither of you isrefusing.

Thereis asecond layer underneath, which is how you meet change:

whether you start things, hold on to things, or bend around things. That



one predicts ailmost every argument you will have about plans,

deadlines and being told when to do something.

What follows is your particular mixture. It is not a personality test and
it does not predict anything. It describes what you are working with —
the part that will not change however firmly anybody asks, and which

is therefore worth knowing rather than arguing with.

Y ou are made of two thingsin nearly equal measure, fire and earth,
and between them they make you someone who gets things done. The
fire gives you the urge to start, compete and win; the earth gives you
the patience to finish and the wish to see something real come out of
the effort. Plenty of people have one of those. Y ou have both, which is
why you would rather do the project than talk about it, and why

planners who never start anything wear on your patience.

What you are lighter on is explaining and feeling, and that is where
people misread you. Y ou may seem bossy or blunt when you are only
focused, and you may find it hard to say why something mattersto you
or how a setback actually felt. Y our feelings tend to show up in your
body first, as frustration or tiredness or a temper when a plan gets
blocked, before they show up in words. It is not indifference. You
process by acting, and the words come later, if someone gives them

room.



One habit pays off more than any other: say the why out loud before
the what, and ask other people how they feel as part of getting the job
done. The cost to you is small, and it turns the people around you from
obstacles into ateam. Y our drive is a genuine asset, and in the years
ahead it will take you along way, especially once the people working

with you understand where it is going.

Y ou do not naturally step outside a situation and look at it.

Nothing in you supplies detachment. Experience arrives whole and
immediate — you are IN the argument, IN the excitement, IN the
disappointment — and the step back that lets somebody watch

themselves from a distance does not happen on its own.

Thisiswhy you sometimes cannot explain what happened. Asked why
you did something, you genuinely do not know; there was no gap
between the feeling and the action. Being pressed produces either
silence or an invented reason, and the invented reason then gets treated

asalie, which isunfair and does real damage.

What helps you is doing the outside view afterwards, deliberately,
when things are calm. Writing down what happened in order — first
this, then | felt that, then | did the thing — is not atherapy exercise, it
Isinstalling afaculty you were not issued. It gets easier and it does

become internal eventually.



Y ou may also be slower than your friends to see the other person's side
of arow. That gets read as selfishness and is closer to a blind spot, and
asking somebody you trust what the other person probably wanted will
get you further than trying harder to be fair.

What you have is that nothing stands between you and your own
experience. You are fully present in away that people spend decades
In various practices trying to get back to, and nobody has ever accused

you of being calculating, because you are not.

The trap is agreeing with whatever explanation somebody else supplies
for your behaviour. Because you genuinely cannot produce one, and
because somebody standing there is offering a confident theory about
why you did it, you will tend to accept theirs — and afew years of that
leaves you carrying a description of yourself that you never actually
checked.

Y ou do not let go of things, and that includes arguments.

The weight is on persistence. Once you have decided — about a food,
aperson, away something should be done, apositionin a
disagreement — the decision is structural rather than casual, and

reversing it is not a matter of somebody producing a better argument.

People are quick to call you stubborn, and the description is accurate

and useless, because what they call stubbornnessis the same steadiness



that will carry you through. What is actually happening is that
changing course costs you far more than it costs other people, so you
will pay asurprisingly high price to avoid it, including prices you can

see are not worth paying.

Direct force is the one thing that reliably fails on you. Pushed head-on
you set, and you know this. Where it isworth intervening in yourself is
the decision made in a bad mood: you will honour it long after the
mood has gone, and it is possible to end up serving a sentence you
passed on yourself at eleven — afood you will not eat, a person you
will not speak to.

The same machinery iswhy you are the most loyal person in most
groups. Friendships last years here and so do grudges, and both come

from the identical setting rather than from two different parts of you.

What this becomesis staying power — the ability to keep going long
after something stopped being interesting, which is the single best
predictor of getting genuinely good at anything. What it needs beside it
Isafew practised experiences of changing your mind without it feeling
like a defeat.

Living with somebody quicker than you is where this shows up daily.
They genuinely cannot see why you will not simply move, and you

experience their constant rearranging as a series of small demolitions,



and both of you are right about yourselves. Naming it as a difference
rather than as one of you being awkward takes most of the heat out of

it, and you are more likely to be the one who can nameit.

Your Rising Sign

Your rising sign isthe version of you that arrives first — before you

have said anything, before anyone knows what you are like.

It isworth understanding early because it is what almost everyoneis
reacting to. Teachers, people you have just met, anyone forming afirst
Impression: they are responding to this and not to the rest of the chart,
because the rest of the chart is not visible yet. That means the
descriptions of you that circulate — the ones that make you think
nobody actually sees you — are usually accurate about this one layer

and wrong about everything underneath.

Sometimes the rising sign matches what is underneath and lifeis
simpler. More often it does not, and there is a gap between how you
land and who you are. That gap is not fakeness. Everyone has a

doorway and a house, and they are different rooms.

The practical use of knowing yoursisthat you can stop taking other
people'sfirst read of you personally. If you come across as more

confident than you feel, people will keep failing to check whether you



are al right, and you will have to say so out loud rather than waiting to
be asked. If you come across as quieter than you are, you will keep
being handed the small part, and you will have to ask for the bigger

one rather than waiting to be offered it.

What follows describes your own rising sign. Read it as the first
impression you make, and then decide, deliberately, what you want to
do about the gap between that and the rest.

[J Ascendant in Sagittarius

Y ou arrive open and assume the room will be interesting. Friendly
without much caution, usually with a question or an announcement

inside the first minute.

The misread is tactlessness on purpose. Y ou say the blunt true thing in
front of the wrong person and look unbothered afterwards, so people
conclude you meant it unkindly. Y ou almost never did — the sentence
arrived before the socia calculation, and the apparent unconcern is

frequently embarrassment carried lightly.

The gap: you mind more than you show, particularly about having hurt

somebody.

Your arrival is precisely what a nervous room needs. Y ou assume it

will be fine and people believe you, so agroup that was braced for



something awkward relaxes on the evidence that somebody present is

plainly not braced.

The bluntnessis a surface habit rather than a moral position, which
means the second sentence can be added without losing anything. Y ou
are not choosing between being honest and being careful. Y ou are

being asked for roughly four extrawords.

The line to keep: what reads as not caring is speed. Say the second
sentence — the one where you notice it landed — and most of the

damage does not happen.

Who You Are

The Sun and the Moon are two different things and both of them are

you.

The Sun is the direction — what you are growing toward, what you
want to be recognised for, the person you are on your way to
becoming. It gets stronger when it isused, and it feelslike relief when
itis. The Moon is older and quieter: what you need, how you calm
down, what you reach for when you are tired or upset or on your own.
It was there before you chose anything, and it will not be argued out of

you.



Most people your age have been taught to notice the Sun and to be
slightly embarrassed by the Moon. Needing things is treated as
weakness at exactly the age when you have the least practice at
meeting your own needs. That is backwards, and it produces adults

who are impressive and privately exhausted.

These two are not always compatible. Y ou can want the stage and want
to leave immediately afterwards. Y ou can be ambitious and need a
great deal of reassurance. Being two things at onceisnot a
contradiction to be resolved — it is the standard human arrangement,
and the people who look consistent are usually just better at hiding one
half.

What follows is your own Sun and Moon: the sign each isin, and the
area of lifeit works through. Read the Sun for what to aim at. Read the
Moon for what you are allowed to need without apologising for it.

[0 Sun in Sagittarius, in the Twelfth House

Y ou say the true thing at the wrong moment and then wonder why the

room went quiet.

The honesty isreal and it is worth keeping. The timing is a skill you
have not acquired yet, and it is genuinely separate from the honesty —

you can have both, and people who tell you to just be more careful



usually mean be less honest.

Y ou need room. Being confined, in a place or a plan or a conversation

you cannot leave, makes you restless and then recklessin that order.

Y ou also promise more than you can deliver, cheerfully, and are
surprised every time. It isnot lying. The optimism arrives before the

arithmetic.

The column version of thissign is alucky optimist who never grows
up, which quietly removes the intelligence from it. What isreally there
iIsarefusal to learn anything before finding out what it isfor, which is

ademand rather than a mood.

Flat, you get restless instead of sad. The urgeisto leave — the room,
the plan, the friendship, the town — and it presents as a perfectly
reasoned argument for going. If everything around you has
simultaneously become not worth staying for, the common factor is

worth considering.

The line to keep: keep the honesty and learn the timing. They are
different skills and nobody hastold you that.

With the Sun in the twelfth house, you come alive alone, and that is not

a problem to be solved.



Solitude restores you, and a great deal of your actual life happens
inside your own head where nobody €else has visibility. Y ou may be

harder to read than your friends and slower to say what you think.

What goes wrong: the retreat is comfortable enough to become

automatic, and people stop asking after awhile.

It gets misread as being secretive, sometimes by people who are hurt
about it. Nothing is being withheld. The processing simply happens
somewhere with no window, and it is finished before there is anything
to report. Learning to narrate alittle of it whileit is still in progressis

the single kindest thing you can do for the people close to you.

Theline to keep: the private lifeisreal and worth keeping. Just make

sure at least one person is alowed inside it, or the door stops opening.

Jupiter quincunx Sun

Y our appetite and your character are not built to the same

specification.

What you want more of is not obviously an extension of who you are.
The ambitions arrive from somewhere slightly outside your own

nature, which makes them hard to justify and hard to drop.



It shows as wanting things you cannot fully explain wanting, and as a

mild embarrassment about your own hopes.

What comes of it is a person who does not confuse growth with
self-expression. Y ou can expand into something that was not originally
yours, which isareal capacity — plenty of people can only ever grow
in the direction they already faced.

The practical noteisto stop requiring the ambition to feel authentic
before you act on it. That test will fail here every time, and failing it
means nothing. Wanting something you cannot account for is alowed,
and this contact will never produce awant that comes with paperwork.
Follow it and find out. Ambitions that make no sense on paper are
usually the ones nobody else is competing for, which is not the worst

place to be standing.

Pluto trine Sun

Y ou have real force available and it does not fight you.

When you decide something matters, you can commit at a depth other
people cannot sustain. You are not easily deflected, you recover from
setbacks by going deeper rather than by giving up, and you can handle

situations that would frighten your friends.



It also gives you an accurate read on power — who actually decides
thingsin aroom, what somebody wants that they are not saying. That
perception is unusual at your age and it will keep being useful.

The blind spot is that this only shows up when you care. Things you
are indifferent to get aimost nothing from you, and that gap can look

like inconsistency to people who have only seen one side.

Useit deliberately on something worth transforming — a skill, a
situation, a part of your own life you are not happy with. Thisisthe
placement that lets somebody genuinely rebuild themselves, and it is
largely wasted on people who never point it at anything.

Half-committing is the one thing it does not reward.
North Node sextile Sun
The way forward is available to you and it will not knock.

Thereisaworkable link between who you are and where you are
going. When you turn toward the growth direction, your own character
supports the move — it does not fight you, which is more help than it

sounds.

Nothing activates it, though. No crisis, no pressure, nobody demanding
you become anything in particular. That is a comfortable position and

it iswhy this contact is so easy to leave unused for avery long time.



At your age the useful version is small and specific. Say yesto one
thing that scares you dightly thisterm — an audition, atrip, a

conversation, a subject you assume you are bad at.

The scale does not matter and the direction does. Every person who
ends up somewhere interesting has alist of small yeses behind them,
and none of those yeses felt significant at the time. Keep alist of them.
On the days it feels like nothing has changed, that list is the only

honest evidence available.
Chiron trine Sun

Y ou are unusually good with other people's difficulties, and it costs

you very little.

Thereisanatural understanding of what hurts people and what helps,
and you can sit with somebody in a bad state without needing to fix it
or flee. At your age that israre, and your friends will already have

noticed even if nobody has said so.

Y ou probably know something about difficulty from your own side —
not necessarily anything dramatic, but enough that you are not naive.

The difference with this contact is that it has not made you defensive.

The blind spot is becoming the person everyone brings things to, and

never bringing anything yourself. Being the steady oneisa



comfortable role and it can quietly become the only role you are
alowed.

So tell somebody something real about you, on purpose, this month.
This contact gives you the capacity to help enormously and does
nothing at all to ensure anyone is doing the same for you. A role you

never choseis still a cage, however flattering the shape of it.

Sun conjunct Ascendant

What people see when you walk in is close to what is actually there.

Thereisvery little gap between who you are and how you come
across. Most people spend years building a version of themselves for
public use. Y ou did not get one. What you feel tends to arrive on your

face before you have decided whether to show it.

That makes you easy to read and hard to hide. Teachers notice you. So
do people you would rather had not. Y ou take up more room than you
mean to, and being told to tone it down is probably a familiar

experience by now.

The cost isthat you cannot go unnoticed when you would like to. A
bad day is public. Thereis no quiet mode available, whichis

exhausting in away people with more cover do not understand.



What you have instead is that people believe you. Nothing about you
reads as performance, and in aworld of carefully managed images that
is rarer and worth more than the ability to disappear. Nobody ever
wonders where they stand with you, and a surprising number of people

spend their whole lives wishing that were true of them.

[J Moon in Scorpio, in the Eleventh House

Y ou need honesty, and you can tell when you are being managed.

A hard truth settlesyou. A comforting vagueness does the opposite,
because you know something is being withheld and now you are
working out what. People who soften things for you are making it

worse and mean well.

Y ou go quiet rather than loud when you are hurt, and you can hold
something for weeks and produce it fully formed later. That is not
calculated. The feeling ssimply did not fade the way other people's

seem to.

Privacy is how you regulate, and being read or searched confirms

something you would rather not have confirmed.

Y our bad nights are spent working out what somebody actually meant.
Y ou will reconstruct a conversation hunting for what sat underneath it,

you are frequently right, and being right keeps you awake until three



just as effectively as being wrong would.

Telling nobody much and watching carefully is ssmply how you run. It
does not necessarily have a cause and it does not need explaining.
What is worth knowing is that it belongs to your make-up, not to a
reaction against anyone, which meansit is not really about any of the

people currently around you.

The lineto keep: ask for thereal version. Y ou cope with hard facts
considerably better than with being handled.

With the Moon in the eleventh house, you need your people. Being
part of a group regulates you, and being outside one — even briefly,

even at seventeen — genuinely destabilises you.

Y ou may be more settled by friends than by family at the moment,
which is normal and not a betrayal of anybody.

Therisk is staying somewhere that no longer fits because leaving

means being unattached for awhile.

The thing to ask for isinclusion in the planning, not just the event. Tell
me when something is being arranged. Being left out of a plan lands
harder on you than missing the plan itself, and almost nobody realises

those are separate injuries, including the people who caused it.



The lineto keep: belonging isarea need for you, not a weakness. Just
make sure the group is one you would choose rather than one you
landed in. Being left out of something small — a group chat, aplan
made without you — lands harder than it should, and you already
know that.

Mercury conjunct Moon

Y our thinking and your feeling arrive at the same time, which sounds
convenient and is mostly not. Most people get a small gap between
having areaction and having words for it. Y ou do not. Whatever you
feel is already a sentence by the time it reaches you, and it tends to

come out.

The advantage isreal: you can explain your inner lifewhileitis
happening, which most adults cannot do at all. People find you easy to
understand and often easy to talk to, because you are not making them

guess.

The cost is that you say things at full accuracy in the moment of
feeling them, and some of those things are true for about an hour. A
mood arrives as a conclusion — | hate this subject, that friendship is
over, | am never doing this again — and it sounds considered because

you said it in compl ete sentences.



It also means you cannot easily think your way out of a bad mood,
because the thinking is running on the same current as the mood.

Waiting is the only tool that works.

What actually helpsisadelay you install on purpose: write it down
instead of sending it, and read it back in the morning. Y ou will keep
about half of it, and the half you keep will be worth saying.

Mars conjunct Moon
Y our feelings arrive with force, and they arrive fast.

There is no gap between something landing and you reacting — no
cooling period, no interval in which you decide how to respond. This
makes you honest in away people can rely on: nobody has to wonder
where they stand with you. It also means the reaction is out before you
have assessed whether it is proportionate.

Y ou may well have been told you are too much, or too sensitive, or
that you overreact. Some of that isfair and most of it is badly aimed.
The intensity is not the problem; the speed is. A feeling at full volume

Is accurate information about what matters to you. It isjust unedited.

Y ou are also braver than average about emotional things. Y ou will say
the direct sentence that other people rehearse for aweek, and you will

defend somebody without weighing the cost first.



The only technique that works is physical and boring: put the energy
through your body before it goes through your mouth. Run, lift, walk
the long way. Thisis not a metaphor — with this contact an unused

body reliably becomes an argument.
Jupiter opposite Moon

Something in you wants to stay and something wantsto go, and they
are both fully committed.

Y ou need security — a place, people, the familiar — and you need
horizon, and this contact will not let you quietly have both. It shows up
as being homesick while travelling and restless while home, which

sounds like indecision and is actually two accurate needs.

It also produces a particular kind of excess when you are unsettled: too
much of whatever is comforting, or a sudden enormous plan that
solves everything. Both are the same reflex reaching for scaleto fix a
feeling.

The strength is genuine perspective. Y ou can be inside something
difficult and still seeit as one part of alonger life, which isaform of

resilience most people do not develop until much later, if at all.

Stop trying to resolveit. Build alife with a base and arange —

somewhere that is definitively home, and the expectation that you will



regularly leave it. People with this contact who fight it are miserablein

both directions; people who design for it get an unusually large life.

Saturn opposite Moon

What you need and what is expected of you sit opposite each other,

and you have probably been choosing the expectation.

Thereisapull between the part of you that wants comfort and
closeness and a voice — usually with somebody specific's tone —
saying that is not what serious people do. So you perform capability
and handle the need privately, and both halves stay unsatisfied.

It often shows in relationships as a rhythm: getting close, then needing
distance, then feeling guilty about the distance. The people who like
you may find you hard to read, and you may conclude you are smply

not good at this. You are; you are running two conflicting instructions,

The advantage is that you are realistic. Y ou do not idealise people, you
notice what is actually happening in afamily or afriendship, and you

are difficult to fool.

The useful move isto stop treating your needs as negotiable and
everyone else's as fixed. Not a confrontation — just, once, saying what
you want without immediately explaining why it is reasonable. The

explaining isthe tell. It also gets easier with distance from home,



which is not a reason to leave but is worth knowing before you

conclude the pattern is permanent.

Pluto square Moon

Y our feelings run heavier than the occasion usually explains, and they

are organised around keeping that weight out of sight.

Feelings can seem unsafe to show, as though letting one out would cost
more than holding it in, so you manage yours privately, and you
manage them well. People who know you tend to see calm, when
underneath you are holding a door shut. Y ou adapt to an atmosphere
long before anybody explainsit, and your reading of it is accurate even

when nobody says aword.

It shows up now as intensity you keep hidden, difficulty trusting
people with anything real, and occasional eruptions that surprise you as

much as anyone.

What it gives you is depth and an unusual capacity to sit with other
people's pain. You are not frightened by things that frighten your

friends.

Worth knowing: this specific placement improves markedly with
distance and with being told. Talking about it once, properly, to

someone qualified or simply trustworthy, does more than years of



managing it — and managing it iswhat you are currently best at. Being
told is not the same as being fixed, and it is considerably better than

managing it alone.
Chiron sguare Maoon

Being comfortable is harder for you than it looks, and the difficulty is

in the feelings rather than the circumstances.

Thereisfriction between needing things and letting yourself need
them. Y ou may feel too much and judge yourself for it, or shut down
and then feel hollow. Either way, being at ease is something you have

to work at while other people appear to arrive there.

It can show as difficulty settling anywhere — a sense that home is not

guite home, that you are slightly a guest wherever you are.

What it builds is compassion with substance behind it. Y ou will not
offer anybody a cheap reassurance, because you know from the inside

that cheap reassurance does not work.

Therealistic version: this does not get solved, and it does get lighter.
What changes is how fast you notice — an evening rather than a
fortnight — and how willing you are to say it out loud to one person
rather than managing it alone. Both of those improve with practice and

neither requires you to feel differently.



How You Think

Mercury describes how your mind actually works, which is not the

same as how well you are doing at school.

School measures one narrow band: how quickly you can produce the
expected answer in the expected format under time pressure. That isa
real skill and it is not intelligence. Some minds are fast and shallow;
some are slow and enormously thorough; some cannot think at all until
they are talking, and some cannot think while anybody is talking. Only
one or two of these get rewarded in a classroom, and it has nothing to

do with which ones are useful afterwards.

If you have been told you are lazy, disorganised, or not academic, this
chapter isworth reading carefully. Those labels are usually a mismatch
between how your mind takes information in and how it was being
delivered — and they are extremely sticky, because a
fourteen-year-old who has been told they are not clever will stop

testing whether it istrue.

Mercury also covers how you say things: whether you talk to think or
think then talk, whether you are blunt or diplomatic by default, and
whether being interrupted destroys the thought entirely.



What follows describes your own Mercury. Read it for how you learn
best, and then, where you can, arrange your studying to match it rather
than matching whatever ateacher said works for everybody. Nothing

works for everybody.

[J Mercury in Scorpio, in the Eleventh House

Y ou go all the way into what interests you and do the minimum on

everything else.

That produces areport card that looks inconsistent and is actually
completely consistent. Where a subject catches, you will go past the
syllabus and ask the question underneath the question. Where it does

not, you will not pretend.

Y ou distrust easy explanations and you are usually right to. Y ou can
tell when ateacher is simplifying, and being simplified at makes you

disengage rather than reassures you.

Y ou also will not answer until you are certain, which looks like not

knowing and is generally the opposite.

Depth-first revision works beautifully on the two subjects that have
caught you, and the problem is the rest. The honest planisafloor
rather than atarget — afixed small amount on each ignored subject,

scheduled in advance, because the interest that would carry you



through it is not going to arrive.

In an exam therisk isrefusing to answer until you are certain. The
certainty is not coming. Write the half-formed version, because a

partial answer scores something and a blank space cannot.

The line to keep: ask for the hard version. And be aware that the

subjects you are ignoring still count for now.

With Mercury in the eleventh house, your attention is social. Y ou think
with your friends, and your opinions are shaped by whoever you spend

time with more than you probably realise.

That is not weak-mindedness — it is how you try ideas on — but it
does mean the group you are in has an effect on how you think, not just

on what you do.

For revision, use agroup but choose it carefully. Y ou will absorb the
standard of whoever you are working with, upward or downward,
without noticing it happening. Pick people slightly better than you and
the whole thing takes care of itself.

The line to keep: notice who you are thinking with. If your views have
changed alot this year, look at who changed with them. If your
opinions have shifted alot in the last year, look at who you have been

spending time with rather than at what you have been reading.



Jupiter opposite Mercury

The detail and the big picture pull against each other in your head, and

you tend to be standing in the wrong one.

When something needs precision you are thinking about implications;
when something needs vision you are stuck on a small inconsistency. It
can make you feel scattered, and it can make schoolwork strangely

hard for someone who is obviously not stupid.

It also produces a specific argument style: you make alarge claim,
someone challenges a detail, and the detail turns out to be wrong even
though the claim was right. Losing that way repeatedly can teach you
to keep your bigger thoughts to yourself, which would be the wrong

|esson.

The strength is genuine perspective. Y ou can zoom out further than
most people and see what a situation is actually about, which is exactly

what alot of adults never manage.

The useful disciplineisto check the small facts before making the big
claim. Not because the claim iswrong — usually it is not — but
because a single wrong detail is enough for someone to dismiss a

correct argument, and you will keep handing them one.

Saturn opposite Mercury



Something keeps meeting your thinking with resistance, and it has

taught you to expect argument rather than agreement.

It usually wears aface: ateacher, a parent, anyone whose first response
to your ideas is correction. So you build the case before speaking,
anticipate the objection, and keep the half-formed thought to yourself.

That produces rigour and it also produces silence.

Y ou may find authority difficult specifically in the area of being told
what istrue. Being instructed rather than convinced sits badly with
you, and it will show up again in every role where somebody else has

the final say.

The strength is that your positions are load-bearing. Y ou have already
argued with yourself before anybody else gets there, and you are
extremely difficult to bluff.

What helpsis finding one person you can think out loud with — not
debate, think. This contact tends to produce people who are impressive
in an argument and lonely in their own heads, and the second part is
the part worth attending to now rather than at forty. It also softens
considerably once you are out of whichever institution is currently
correcting you, which is worth knowing before you decide the pattern

Isyou rather than the room.



Uranus opposite Mercury

Y our thinking keeps getting interrupted by something from outside,

and it makes your ideas feel less your own than they are.

Y ou are strongly influenced by people who think unusually. A friend, a
book, a teacher — something arrives and reorganises your view, and
then something else arrives and does it again. It can leave you unsure

what you actually believe.

In conversation you tend to attract disagreement, sometimes without
meaning to. What you said sounded more provocative than you
intended, and you find yourself defending a position you were only

trying out.

The strength is that you are genuinely open. Y ou can change your
mind on evidence, which israre at any age, and you are not attached to

being consistent.

What helps is writing things down. Not for anyone else — for you, so
thereisarecord of what you thought before the next interesting person
arrived. This contact makes you permeable to good ideas, which isan
asset aslong as you can still find your own underneath them. Y our
own view isinthere; it just needs writing down before the next

Interesting person arrives.



Mercury sextile Midheaven

Y ou can make yourself heard by people who matter, when you decide

to.

The connection between how you think and where you are going is
available and quiet. Speak up and you are taken seriously. Stay quiet
and nothing bad happens, which is exactly the problem.

Thereisno crisisin this placement to force the issue. Y ou can go
through school thinking clearly and saying very little, and the only cost

Isinvisible: nobody knew.

At your age the difference between the students who get opportunities
and the ones who do not is very often just who spoke to the teacher

afterwards. It isnot fair and it isreliably true.

So use it deliberately: ask the question after class, send the email, say
the idea out loud in the meeting nobody thinks of as a meeting. Small,
unglamorous, and it compounds. This placement pays well for a habit
that costs you about a minute at atime. Adults remember the student
who followed up far longer than the one who got the higher mark. That

isnot afair system and it isthe oneyou arein.

What You Love



Venusis your taste and your sense of what you are worth, and at your

age those two are more connected than they will be later.

It describes what you find beautiful, what you enjoy, and what makes
you fedl liked. Being clear about the last one is unusually useful right
now. People show affection in different currencies — words, time,
touch, doing things, being left alone together — and a lot of adolescent
lonelinessis being liked in a currency you do not use, by people who

are genuinely trying.

Venus also governs attraction: who you find compelling, and why. It is
worth knowing your own pattern early, because the first few timesyou
will assume the pull is proof that somebody is good for you. It isnot. It
Is proof they match something in your chart, and those are different

facts.

And it covers money and taste — what you will spend on, what you
refuse to compromise about, which possessions matter. These ook
trivial at sixteen and turn out to be afairly reliable map of what you

will build alife around.

What follows is your own Venus. Read it for what genuinely pleases
you rather than what you are supposed to want — and treat the
difference between those two as information rather than as a fault.

Most people take another twenty years to separate them.



[0 Venusin Scorpio, in the Eleventh House

Y ou do not do casual and you should stop trying.

When you are in, you are completely in, and that intensity is not
something to apologise for or grow out of. It does mean you attach to
few people rather than many, and that the ending of something takes

you a long time to get through while everybody else seemsfine.

Jealousy shows up here and is worth being honest with yourself about
early, because the version you do not admit to is the one that does

damage.

Y ou also notice when somebody is not being straight with you, usually

correctly.

From the other side the intensity is either the best thing that has ever
happened to them or frightening, with very little in between. The same
behaviour produces both reactions, and which one you get depends

amost entirely on the person rather than on anything you did.

When one of these ends you will not be out of it quickly, and you will
probably go quiet rather than say so. The specific risk is deciding never
again and meaning it. That isthe injury talking, and it is worth waiting

ayear before you let it become apolicy.



The line to keep: you love seriously. Choose slowly, because you do

not get out of these quickly.

With Venusin the eleventh house, you are drawn to groups and to
belonging. Friendship is the main event for you, and romance may sit

aongside it rather than aboveit.

Thetell isthat you would usually rather be with several people than

with one.

What goes wrong: you can give agreat deal to agroup and end up with
nobody who knows you individually — surrounded and slightly

unaccompanied.

Grown up, this becomes belonging — a scene, afield, a group of
people who have known each other for twenty years. It isthe
placement most likely to end up with a chosen family rather than an
inherited one, and that turns out to matter enormously somewherein

your thirties.

The line to keep: the group is genuinely where you are happiest. Let
one person insideit al the way, because the group cannot do that job.
Being left out of aplan you would have declined still stings, and you
aready know how illogical that is.

Mars conjunct Venus



What you want and what you go after are the same impulse, and it
makes you direct about attraction in away most people your age are

not.

When you like someone you tend to do something about it. Thereis
little of the long agonising most of your friends put themselves
through, and that straightforwardness is attractive in itself. You are
also creatively driven — whatever you find beautiful, you want to

make some version of.

The cost is that desire and aggression share awire. Wanting can come
out as pushing, enthusiasm as intensity, and you may not notice the
difference from inside because it all feels like the same ssimple

wanting.

It also makes rgjection land physically rather than intellectually. It hits
like a blow rather than a disappointment, and the reaction can be out of

proportion to how well you actually knew the person.

The thing worth learning early is the difference between pursuing and
pressing. Ask once, clearly, and then genuinely accept the answer.
That single habit is what separates people with this contact who are

magnetic from the ones who become a story other peopletell.

Jupiter opposite Venus



Y ou want more than what isin front of you, and it makes contentment

difficult in away that is hard to explain to people.

Thereisapull between appreciating what you have and believing
something larger isavailable. In relationships it can look like
restlessness inside something perfectly good. With money it looks like
wanting the better version. Neither is greed exactly; it isagenuine

appetite for scale running against a genuine capacity for enjoyment.

It also produces overcommitment in friendships — promising time and

generosity at the size of the feeling, then meeting the calendar.

The strength is that you are not small about people. Y ou will be
extravagantly loyal, unreasonably encouraging, and generous in ways

your friends remember for decades.

The workable version is deliberate rather than resolved: build alife
with room in it — travel, new people, things to look forward to — so
the appetite has somewhere legitimate to go. Denied entirely it comes
out sideways, usually at the expense of whoever you are actually with.
The people who manage this well are simply the ones who stopped

asking one relationship to be the whole horizon.

Saturn opposite Venus



Something keeps standing between you and easy affection, and it often

has aface.

Warmth can feel conditional or scarce, asif closeness always comes
with terms attached, and you expect the terms before anybody states
them. Kindness with no visible price makes you more suspicious, not
less; you start hunting for the catch. So you approach relationships
dlightly braced, checking for the cost.

It can show up as attraction to people who are unavailable in some
structural way: older, elsewhere, already committed, or ssimply not

very warm. The difficulty feels familiar, which is exactly the problem.

The strength is that you are not fooled by charm and you do not
confuse being wanted with being valued. That discrimination is worth
agreat deal and most people acquire it much later, through worse

experiences.

What changesit is evidence rather than insight: staying somewhere
warm long enough to discover that the bill does not arrive. The bracing
does not vanish, but it becomes something you notice rather than
something you obey, and that is the whole difference. It also loosens
considerably once you are choosing your own company rather than

living inside somebody else's terms.

Pluto square Venus



Wanting somebody brings up something difficult, and it happens
reliably enough to be worth understanding.

Attraction arrives tangled with fear of losing, needing to know, or the
sense that caring puts you at somebody's mercy. So you either hold

back entirely or go in completely, and neither feels like a choice.

Jealousy and control show up here, and the honest version is that they
are the same impulse wearing different clothes: the wish to make

something certain that cannot be made certain.

Love can feel conditional, or liable to be withdrawn without warning,
and that expectation runs ahead of you before you have any say init.
Y ou brace for the withdrawal whileit is still only a possibility, which

istiring for you and baffling to whoever you are bracing against.

What it gives you is emotional seriousness. Nothing about how you

loveistrivial.

Thework — and it iswork, over years rather than weeks — is
tolerating not knowing. Not checking, not asking again, not testing.
Thisis aplacement that genuinely does resolve with practice and does
not resolve at all with willpower. Every time you manage it the grip
loosens dightly. That is the entire mechanism, and there is no faster

version of it.



Chiron square Venus

Wanting and being wanted are both dlightly painful, and that is not

something you invented.

Thereisfriction between your appetite for closeness and a belief that it
will not be returned in the way you need. So you hold back, or
over-give, or pick people who confirm the belief — and each of those

makes a decent case for itsalf in the moment.

Self-worth and affection are tangled here. Being liked feelslike
evidence about your value rather than about somebody's preference,

which makes every rejection carry far more weight than it should.

What it gives you is an absence of vanity and genuine tenderness

toward people who are awkward or overlooked.

The practical version, over years rather than weeks: separate the two
guestions. Am | liked by this person, and am | worth liking, are
different questions with different answers, and this contact answers the
second using data from the first. Catching that substitution while it
happens is the whole of the work available to you. Catch it in the
moment rather than in the retelling — nothing quicker has ever been

found, by anyone.



Your Driveand Your Temper

Marsiswhat you do when something isin the way, and it is probably
the part of you that gets you in the most trouble.

It is also the part you will need most. The capacity to want something
and go after it, to argue with someone bigger than you, to refuse —
that is the same faculty whether it is showing up as slammed doors at
fifteen or asacareer at thirty. Adultswill often try to reduce it, because
acompliant teenager is easier to live with. Do not let it be reduced.
Aim it instead.

Everyone's runs differently. Some people flare fast and are completely
over it in ten minutes. Some go silent and stay immovable for weeks.
Some need the argument itself and feel fine the moment it has
happened, which is bewildering to anyone who does not work that
way. Knowing your own pattern is the difference between afight that

resolves and one that keeps being had.

Mars also covers physical energy and competitiveness — whether you
need to move your body before you can concentrate, and how much of
what gets called restlessness is a body that has not been used.

What follows is your own Mars. Read it for how you fight and what
you are actually defending, because it is very rarely the thing the

argument appears to be about.



[0 Marsin Scorpio, in the Eleventh House

Y ou go quiet rather than loud, and you keep it.

Where somebody else shouts and forgets, you say nothing and
remember. Weeks later you can produce the grievance fully formed,
complete with what was said and who was there. That unnerves people
and it is not calculated — the feeling simply did not fade.

Y ou will not be pushed into an apology and pressing for one buys

resentment instead of resolution.

What you are actually doing in the silence is deciding whether the
person can be trusted again. That decision is more permanent than

most people realise.

Y our repair has a deadline nobody tells you about. Before the silence
sets, it is still a conversation. Afterwards it is an announcement, and

you will feel the exact moment it hardens, usually within afew days.

With an adult the withdrawal is completely invisible. A teacher has no
idea they have been written off, so nothing changes and you get
nothing for the decision except a subject you have quietly stopped
trying at. That is an expensive way to be right about somebody.



Theline to keep: say it before it becomes a verdict. Once you have
privately decided about somebody, you rarely revisit it, and some of

those decisions will be wrong.

With Mars in the eleventh house, your friction happens inside groups
— who isin charge, who got left out, whether the rule was applied

evenly.

Thetell isthat you are frequently the one objecting on somebody else's
behalf, including people who did not ask you to.

What goes wrong: you can make yourself unpopular defending a
position nobody el se wanted defended, and be genuinely surprised by
that.

When it goes wrong in a group, apologise to the person you were
defending as well. They frequently did not want it, and being spoken
for isits own small injury. Doing that in front of the group costs you
nothing you were going to keep and settles it faster than any

explanation of why you were right.

The line to keep: check whether the person actually wants advocating
for. The objection is often right and it is not always yours to make.
Y ou may have taken the consequence for something you did on

somebody else's behalf, more than once.



Jupiter opposite Mars

Y our drive and your ambition pull against each other, so you tend to

swing between doing too much and doing nothing.

There are bursts: intense effort, everything at once, a plan that will
change everything — followed by aflat stretch where none of it seems
worth the trouble. Both are genuine and neither isthe real you. It isone

system overshooting and then correcting.

It can also produce a gap between what you say you will do and what
you get through, which looks like unreliability from outside and feels

like disappointment from inside.

The strength is scale of effort. When the two align — and they do —
you can do in aweek what takes other people aterm, and that capacity

isreal evenif it isnot on tap.

The workable version isto build afloor rather than chase the ceiling: a
small amount done on the flat days, on purpose, so the swing does not
take the whole project down with it. This contact does not need more

ambition. It needs continuity between the peaks.

Saturn opposite Mars



Something reliably blocks you when you push, and you have built a
relationship with resistance that most people your age do not have.

Y ou want to act and something stands in the way — arule, an
authority, a circumstance, sometimes a specific person. It happens
often enough that you may have concluded the world is set up against
you, and at your age it can genuinely look that way.

The pattern is that you push, meet the wall, and either escalate or go
quiet. Both are expensive. Escalation costs you the argument; going

quiet costs you the thing you wanted.

What it teaches, over time, is strategy. People with this contact stop
attacking walls and start going around them, and that is a genuinely

valuable skill that easier charts never develop.

The turn is recognising which walls are temporary. Most of what
blocks you at seventeen — school rules, parental permission, being too
young — has afixed expiry date, and the qualification or the skill you
build while waiting does not. Outlasting is not giving in. Waiting well

iIsaskill, and it is not the same thing as surrender.

Pluto square Mars

Y our anger is bigger than the situations that trigger it, and that is the
difficulty here.



Something small sets off something large. The reaction is out of
proportion, you know it isout of proportion, and knowing does not
reduce it. Afterwards there is usually shame, and the shame makes you

clamp down harder, which makes the next one worse.

There is often frustration underneath rather than rage — a sense of
being blocked, powerless, or not taken seriously — and the anger is

what that turns into when there is nowhere for it to go.

What it buildsisreal determination. Y ou do not give up on things, and
you can push through resistance that stops other people entirely.

The honest advice is unglamorous and it works: hard exercise,
regularly, and one person you can say the ugly version to. This
placement is not managed by self-control, which fails under load. It is
managed by having somewhere for the pressure to go before it reaches
somebody who did not deserve it. Somewhere for the pressure to go,

before it reaches somebody who did not earn it.

Chiron square Mars

Anger is difficult territory for you, in both directions.

Thereisfriction between having a drive and being allowed to useit.
Y ou may find you cannot get angry when it would be appropriate, and

then find it arriving disproportionately somewhere safer. Or you go



straight to the large version because the small version never felt

available,

Underneath, the whole areafeels unsafe: anger, whether it is somebody
else's or your own, registers as something whose consequences could
run far past the moment that set it off.

What it builds is genuine restraint. Y ou will not be casually cruel, and
you think about the effect of force in away people who use it easily

never have to.

Therealistic route is physical and repetitive: something that lets you
exert full effort safely and regularly. This contact does not respond to
deciding to be more assertive. It responds to the accumul ated
experience that using your strength does not cause a disaster, and that
experience has to be built somewhere it cannot. Somewhere safe,
repeatedly, until your body stops expecting a disaster. Small stakes
first, and repeat until it is boring.

Where You AreLucky

Jupiter marks what comes easily to you, and the strange thing about it

is how little credit you will give yourself for it.



People discount their own gifts almost automatically. If something
takes you no effort, it does not feel like an achievement, so you assume
everyone can do it and go looking for worth in whatever you are worst
at. That isan expensive habit and it starts around now. The thing you

do without trying is not less valuable because it was free.

Jupiter also marks where you get more chances than the situation
strictly warranted — where people are inclined to help you, where
doors open, where things work out. This genuinely varies between
people, including between you and your friends, and pretending
otherwise helps nobody. Knowing where your luck sitslets you

actually useit.

The catch isreal too. What comes easily rarely gets practised, so a
natural ability can stay at the level it arrived at while everything you
had to work for keeps improving. And the first time something in your
strong area is genuinely difficult, it can feel like proof you were wrong
about yourself. It isnot; it isthe first day of getting good rather than
being gifted.

What follows describes your own Jupiter. Read it for what to lean on,
and for the one place you should deliberately make yourself work
harder than you need to.

[J Jupiter in Taurus, in the Fifth House



Y ou are unusually good at being content, and almost nobody your age

IS.

Y ou can enjoy an ordinary day, sit with something for hours, take real
pleasure in food, music, being somewhere comfortable. That capacity
iIsworth considerably more than it looks and alot of adults never

developit.

Where it goes wrong is that comfort is easy for you, and easy comfort
becomes a reason not to attempt anything uncomfortable. Y ou can

coast along way on being fine.

Used on purpose, being unhurried is a contribution rather than an
absence of one. Y ou can steady aroom by being calminsideit, and in
agroup that is panicking about a deadline that is worth more than

another anxious person with a plan.

The reckoning comes when something you want requires being
uncomfortable for along stretch. Y ou will experience that as not
wanting it enough and conclude something about your own motivation.
Usually you want it perfectly well. Y ou have smply never had to

practise being uncomfortable on purpose.

The line to keep: your contentment is a genuine asset. Just make sure it

Is contentment rather than avoidance, and the test is whether you



would notice the difference.

With Jupiter in the fifth house, fun and making things come easily to

you, and you are genuinely good at enjoying yourself.

Thetell isthat you have more started projects than finished ones, and
are not especially troubled by that.

What goes wrong: there is always another idea, so the half-built thing

gets abandoned for the next one and nothing accumul ates.

And the appetite for fun is worth sharing. Y ou are the one who can get
something started that other people would have wanted and not
organised — the group, the trip, the stupid project. Somebody has to be

that person and most people are waiting to be invited.

The line to keep: finish one thing properly this year, and let the
finishing be the achievement rather than the starting. Y ou will not
enjoy it and it isthe part you are missing. Count the unfinished projects
before starting another one. Finishing a single one is worth more to

you than starting three.

Hope and caution arrive together in you, and they are permanently in

conversation.



Some of thisis not personal. Jupiter and Saturn meet once every
twenty years and sit together for months, so everybody born near you
carries the same pairing. What makes it yoursiswhereit lands in your

chart and which part of your life it therefore keeps showing up in.

Y ou can imagine the large version and cost it at the same time, which
makes you unusually realistic for your age. Adults find you sensible;
your friends may find you slightly unexciting, because you are the one

saying how it would actually work.

The difficulty isthat the two can cancel. Optimism gets talked down
before it becomes a plan, and ambition arrives already trimmed to what
seems achievable. Over years that produces alife built carefully and
smaller than it needed to be.

What it gives you is credibility. When you say something is possible,
people believe you, because you are not somebody who says that

lightly.

Try letting one idea stay big for longer than is comfortable before you
start pricing it. You will price it — that is not at risk. The part that
needs protecting is the stretch where it is still allowed to be
unreasonable. L et the idea be unreasonable for aweek before you start

costing it.

Y our generation's ambition and its intensity keep colliding.



Thisisagenerational contact — nearly everybody born around you
hasit. Jupiter square Pluto is friction between growing and going deep:
the reach outward and the pull downward working against each other
rather than together.

In acohort it produces a certain excess. Y our age group tends toward
al-or-nothing positions, in politics, in belief, in how they treat their
own bodies and time. The middle ground is not where this generation

is comfortable.

The shadow is burnout, and a pattern of going enormously hard at

something until it collapses.

For you individually, the skill worth building early is stopping while it
isstill going well. That is the hardest instruction in this contact and the
only one that matters, because the alternative is learning the same
lesson through a collapse in your twenties, which is how most people
with this placement learn it. Stop at the point where you could keep
going. That single habit, built at sixteen, is worth more to you than any
amount of intensity, and it is the only one this contact will fight you

on.

Chiron square Jupiter



Things go well and you brace. Good news arrives with a shadow

attached, and you have probably never said that out loud to anyone.

Growth rubs against the sore place here. Expanding — new people,

more room, bigger plans — reliably wakes something that hurts.

Common to your generation. The friction is shared; its location in your

lifeisyours alone.

The shadow is usually an old belief that you get less than others, or
that thiswill be taken back. That belief is older than the evidence.
Check it against what has actually happened to you and it tends to lose.

What this builds, eventually, is a person whose optimism has been
tested rather than assumed. Late, and sturdier than the untested kind.

Jupiter quincunx Ascendant

The size of you and the surface you present are mismatched.

How much room you take up and how much you appear to take up are
different numbers. Y ou can feel enormous and come across as
unremarkable, or be perfectly contained and be told you are too much.

Neither reading is under your control.

It produces a running low-level confusion about your own effect on

rooms.



The advantage is that you are frequently underestimated, and
underestimation is a working condition rather than an insult — people

show you more of themselves when they are not competing with you.

The practical version isto stop trying to correct the impression and let
it be wrong. Fixing it costs energy and does not hold. What does work
Is doing something visible enough that people revise on evidence,
which they will, and considerably faster than they would revise on
your say-so. Make one thing and let it speak. Evidence changes minds
at about ten times the rate of explanation, and it does not require you to

be believed first. Let the work carry the correction for you.

What Actually Settles You

Everybody needs something to feel steady, and people do not all need

the same thing.

Thisisworth knowing about yourself for afairly practical reason: most
people go looking for whatever their friends find comforting, or
whatever they have seen work in afilm, and then conclude thereis
something wrong with them when it does not help. Thereis nothing
wrong with you. Y ou are simply built to settle a particular way, and it
may not be the obvious one.



What follows describes what actually works on you rather than what
should. Some of it will sound too small to matter. Small is generaly
the point — the things that regulate people are usually unglamorous
and repeatable, and the dramatic gestures do considerably less than

anybody expects.

There is an honest thing to say before you read it. Some of what you
need has to come from the people around you, and you do not control
whether they supply it. If they do, knowing what to ask for is useful. If
they do not — and for some people reading this, they do not — then
the second half of each of these matters more, because a good deal of it
you can arrange yourself, and knowing which half is which is worth

more than being told everything will be fine.

One more thing. This describes what settles you now. It will not be the
same at thirty, and the fact that something works on you at fifteenis
not alife sentence or adiagnosis. It isjust current information about a

machine you are still learning to operate.
Y ou settle when nothing is being hidden from you.

Y ou sense when something is being kept back and you are usually
right. An unexplained tension in a house is considerably more
frightening to you than a difficult fact plainly delivered, and being

managed with a comforting version does not soothe you — it confirms



that something is wrong and that you are on your own with it.

Y ou need one relationship with no performancein it. Not everybody;
you have no interest in being open with awhole family or awhole
friendship group. One person who does not pretend things are fine

when they are not.

What you can arrange yourself: ask directly, and be prepared for the
answer. You do better with abad fact than with an atmosphere, and the
asking is generally within your power even when the answer is not

what you wanted.

Watch your own withdrawal, because it is fast and quiet and you may
not experience it as a decision. Once you have decided not to tell
somebody something, you can hold that for years without ever

revisiting it.

Who You Take Seriously

Thisis about which adults get through to you, which is not the same
guestion as which ones you have to do what they say.

Astrologically thisisthe fathering function, and the nameis
misleading enough to be worth clearing up immediately. It isajob
rather than a person, it has nothing whatsoever to do with gender, and



it gets done by grandmothers, older sisters, coaches, the manager at a
first Saturday job and teachers who never knew they were doing it.
Plenty of people get it from somebody who isnot a parent at al. Plenty

of fathers do not supply it. Neither of those is unusual.

It also does not have to be one person, and expecting it to be isthe
mistake most people make. Most of us assemble it out of pieces — the
steadiness from one, the straight answers from another, the example of
somebody being wrong gracefully from athird. Knowing that in
advance stops you auditioning a single adult for a job that nobody does

entirely.

Some of you are reading this with the position vacant. That is
common, it is not averdict on how your life goes, and what it actually
means is that the finding falls to you earlier than is fair. Knowing
precisely what you are looking for makes that search a great deal

quicker, which is most of what this chapter isfor.

One warning that appliesto everybody. When the slot is empty people
fill it fast and without checking, and at your age there is no shortage of
confident adults who would like the position. Being slower and more
deliberate about who gets it is worth more than any other advice in this

report.



The last thing. Y ou are currently measuring adults against a high
standard and you are mostly right to. Some of what comes next is
discovering that a person can be genuinely worth taking seriously and
still let you down, and holding both of those at onceis not a

climb-down. It isthe actual skill.

An adult who is still learning has your attention; one who has finished

does not.

Y ou are checking whether somebody's world extends past the room
you are both standing in. An adult who has stopped being curious reads
to you as finished, however senior they are, and their instructions

arrive with no weight attached.

What loses you is being fenced. Rules with nothing behind them, an
adult whose main offer isrestriction, anybody who meets a question
about why with arepetition of the rule. Y ou will comply and you will

stop listening, and the second part tends to be permanent.

The useful feature of your versionisthat it travels. Y ou will take

direction from somebody going somewhere regardless of whether they
are anywhere near you — a person whose work you follow, somebody
you met once at athing, awriter who has been dead for a century. That
Is not a substitute for thereal one. It isareal one, and it means you are

considerably less stuck than somebody who needs it delivered in



person.

What it becomes is being the adult who keeps other people's horizons

open, mostly by refusing to narrow your own.

Wherelt IsHard

Saturn and Chiron are the two difficult places, and they are difficult in

different ways that are worth telling apart.

Saturn is where things take longer for you than they seem to for other
people. Effort will be required here that your friends do not appear to
need, and the unfairness of that is genuinely irritating. What nobody
tellsyou at your age is the other half: Saturn areas mature late and then
hold better than anything else you have. The people who are excellent
at something at forty are very often the ones who were visibly bad at it

at seventeen and did not stop.

Chiron is different — atender place other people press without
meaning to. A comment that would bounce off someone else lands
here and stays for years. Y ou will not out-argue this one and you will
not fix it by being tougher. What actually changesis the delay: from
months, to days, to noticing mid-conversation that thisis the old thing
rather than anew one. That is real progress and it is the whole of what

isavalable.



Both of these are places you are likely to decide something permanent
about yourself before you are twenty. That conclusion will feel like a
fact. It will be wrong, and it will be durable, which is exactly why itis

worth naming now.

What follows places your own Saturn and Chiron. Read this chapter
slowly.

[1 Saturn in Taurus, in the Fifth House

Y ou worry about not having enough, and it started before you had any

reason to.

It shows up as holding on — to money, to things, to arrangements —
and asreal discomfort when something runs out or gets used up. Some
of it may be about your family's actual circumstances and some of it

will not be, and the two are hard to separate from the inside.

The strategy is to never be caught short. It makes you careful and
prepared, and it can also make you unable to enjoy anything you might
later need.

Thefirst move isto spend or give away one thing you were saving for
later, deliberately, and then notice that a week afterwards you are still
perfectly all right. Keep it small. The week afterwardsisthe entire

point of the exercise.



What improves with time is that the worry stops making the decisions.
It does not disappear, and you would not altogether want it to, since
people who think about running out tend not to be the onesin trouble
at forty. The shift isfrom deciding to advising, and it is alarge shift

from the inside.

The line to keep: check whether the scarcity is current or remembered.
Y ou may be budgeting for a situation that has already ended.

With Saturn in the fifth house, enjoying yourself freely is harder for
you than it should be.

Thetell is self-consciousness about being silly, abandoning something

creative halfway, or watching rather than joining in.

The strategy is not to try in public. If you never visibly attempt
something, you can never visibly be bad at it — which protects you

and removes most of what you would have enjoyed.

This one lifts as soon as you stop performing for amark. The heaviness
here is amost always about being assessed — crestivity graded, fun
supervised, play made into an achievement. The first thing you do
purely because you want to, with nobody scoring it, iswhere this

placement lets go.



The line to keep: be bad at something on purpose, where people can
see. It isthe only route through, and it is much cheaper now than it will
be at thirty. Whatever you stopped doing because you were not good
enough at it — you were probably about average, which is where

everybody starts.

Y our generation carries friction between what holds and what has to
break.

Thisis agenerational contact — nearly everyone born within a couple
of years of you hasit. Saturn square Pluto is a hard, grinding tension
between structure and transformation, and it belonged to the erayou

arrived in.

In acohort it produces seriousness under pressure. Y our age group is
not naive about difficulty, and tends to expect that anything worth
having will cost something. Older people sometimes read that as

pessi mism.

The shadow is grimness — treating every situation as atest and

forgetting that not everything is one.

For you individually, the useful counterweight is deliberate lightness.
Not pretending things are easy; simply refusing to carry the weight in
situations that do not require it. This contact will supply al the

endurance you need for the hard years and none of the capacity to



enjoy the ordinary ones, and the ordinary ones are most of them. Do
something this week for no reason except that you likeit. That isnot a

break from the work; for this contact it is part of it.
Saturn quincunx North Node

The direction you are meant to go in and the work already on your
desk do not line up.

Part of thisis not personal. The Moon's nodes take nearly nineteen
yearsto circle the chart and Saturn twenty-nine, so this angle holds for
a stretch and others your age have it too. What makes it yours iswhich

direction and which duty are the ones that will not line up.

Y our growth and your obligations point at different things. The duties
in front of you arereal and they will not move; the direction that would
develop you isreal too, and it gets no room in the timetable. Neither

one turns out to be optional.

It shows as a persistent sense of falling behind on your own life while

keeping perfectly up to date with everybody else's requirements.

What it produces is somebody who can carry aduty and a direction at
the same time, which is exactly the skill most adults never acquire and
badly need.



The workable arrangement is small and consistent rather than
dramatic. An hour aweek for your own direction, held through
everything, does more over five years than any decision to finally put
yourself first — adecision this contact will never actually let you
make. Protect the hour by making it boring and fixed rather than
inspired. Inspiration is the first thing duty eats, and a dull scheduled

hour survives what an exciting unscheduled one never does.

Chiron sguare Saturn

Y our thinnest skin grinds against what holds you together, so the

structures you build keep pressing on the sore place.

Everybody your age carries this friction. Where it shows up is yours.

It looks like difficulty with authority and isredlly difficulty with being
judged. It shows most sharply around anybody entitled to assess you,

whoever they are and however small the assessment.

The advantage is that you build carefully, because you know exactly
what a badly built thing costs.

Slowness comes with it, and so does a habit of expecting the
judgement before it arrives, usually from people who were never going

to giveit.



[0 Chiron in Leo, in the Eighth House

Y ou are sensitive about being noticed, and about not being.

An embarrassment in front of people, a performance nobody watched,
being laughed at rather than with: moments like these hit you harder
than they hit most people, and they make wanting attention feel
dangerous. So you are caught between wanting it and needing that not

to show.

It shows up as either avoiding the spotlight or reaching for it too hard,

and both are the same thing.

What you will eventually be good at: making room for other people to

be seen, generously, without needing the credit.

Where it bites now is silence after you have made something. Nobody
says anything and you take it as the verdict, when the overwhelming
likelihood is that they did not see it. The absence of aresponseis

amost never aresponse.

No particular embarrassment is needed to explain any of this, and
hunting for one rarely helps. What mattersis the flinch itself, which
you can learn to catch as it happens and then calmly step past it.

The line to keep: wanting to matter is not vanity. It is the most ordinary

thing thereis.



With Chiron in the eighth house, you are tender about |oss and about
trust. A change, an ending, a betrayal small enough that everybody else
forgot it.

Thetell iswatchfulness, or areaction to something ending that seems

out of proportion to what it was.

What that gives you: people will bring you their hardest things,

because you do not flinch and you do not minimise.

What not to do: test people. Theinstinct isto find out in advance
whether somebody will leave, by giving them areason. It answers
nothing — a person who fails atest they did not know they were taking
has told you about the test, not about themsel ves.

The line to keep: your reactions to endings are not disproportionate.
They are proportionate to something earlier, afirst loss that nobody
explained at the time, and knowing that helps more than being told to
move on, because it gives the size of the feeling somewhere to come

from.
Pluto conjunct Chiron

Depth and the wound arrived fused in you, so the hurt was never going
to stay shallow.



A whole generation was handed this pairing. What sits under it in your

lifeisyour own.

It shows as an injury you cannot leave alone — you go back to it, turn
it over, need to understand it completely, and something in you refuses

the version where it just happened and does not matter.

What it buildsis real authority about difficulty. What it costsis rest:
the wound is never quite closed, because closing it would mean

stopping looking.
Chiron trine Ascendant
Y ou are easy to be honest with, and people work that out quickly.

There is something in how you come across that makes people feel
they can admit things. They tell you what went wrong, what they are
frightened of, what they have not told anybody else. It happens without
you doing anything, which is why you may not have noticed it is

unusual .

Y ou probably know something about difficulty from your own side,

and the difference hereisthat it did not make you defensive about it.

The blind spot is becoming the confessional and never using it

yourself. Everybody arrives with something and leaves lighter, and



nobody thinks to ask, because you look fine.

S0 say one true thing about yourself to somebody this month,
unprompted. This placement makes you extremely good at receiving
and does nothing whatsoever to make anybody ask. Choose somebody
who has aready told you something real. That is not a coincidence and
it isthe fairest possible way to pick — they have shown you it is safe,

and returning it costs you far less than starting cold.

What You Are Actually Afraid Of

Everybody is afraid of something, and the interesting part is never the

obvious one.

The fears people can name — heights, spiders, talking in front of a
class— sit on the surface and are mostly harmless. Underneath thereis
usually one that does not have a name, and that one is worth knowing

about, because it is quietly deciding what you are willing to attempt.

What follows names yours. It is a strange thing to read about yourself
and it may be uncomfortable, particularly if it is accurate. That
discomfort is the thing working, not a sign that something iswrong

with you.



Two things to hold on to while you read it. Thefirst isthat the fear is
not aflaw. It is areasonable response to something, and the defence
you built against it was intelligent — it worked, which is exactly why
you still haveit. The only troubleisthat it is running on settings it was
given along time ago, by an earlier you who knew far less than you do

now, and nobody has checked them since.

The second is that this does not disappear on a birthday. The adults
who look as though they got over theirs have mostly just stopped being
run by it, which is a different and much more achievable thing. The
fear goes from driving to sitting in the back — still talking, still
audible, no longer steering. That istherealistic goal, and it isworth

considerably more than being promised you will be fine.

You are afraid of being known and then used.

Y ou notice agreat deal and keep most of it, because anything you hand
over isin principle available to be turned around later. That is not
paranoia. It is an accurate read of how some rooms work, and you

learned it somewhere.

So you portion. Different people get different amounts, calibrated, and

you have been doing it so long that it no longer feels like a decision.

The cost is that nobody holds the whole picture. Thereis a particular

relief that comes from one person having all of it, and you are not



getting any of that relief. Being liked does not supply it. Being popular

suppliesit even less, and you may well have both.

The move is one person, not everybody. Go dlightly further thanis
comfortable, once, and then watch what they do with it — which isthe
part you are actually good at. Y ou already read people better than
amost anyone your age. What you do not do is act on the reading, so

the skill sits there defending a door that never opens.

The discretion is a serious asset and you should keep it. It isworth
checking now and then that it is still a choice rather than areflex,

because the two fedl identical from the inside.

What You Are Growing Toward

The north node is the direction, and it is the one part of a chart that

describes something you are not good at yet.

Everything else here describes equipment you already have. This
describes a direction that will feel slightly wrong every time you move
in it — unnatural, effortful, not really you. That discomfort isthe
identifying feature, not asign you have misread it. The things you are
aready good at feel like home; this does not, and that is how you know

which oneit is.



Oppositeit sits the south node: what you can aready do without
thinking. It is a genuine strength, often the thing you are praised for,
and it isaso where you retreat when you are frightened. The trap is not
that it isbad. Thetrap isthat it is available — so when a situation gets
hard you will reach for it automatically, and reaching for it means the

growth does not happen this time either.

Nobody should throw away their competence. The useful version of
thisis much smaller: when both moves are open to you, take the
unfamiliar one abit more often than feels sensible. Over afew years

that isthe entire difference.

What follows places your own nodes. Read the south node for what
you fall back on, and the north node for what you have been avoiding
by falling back on it. The second will not sound appealing yet, and it is
not supposed to.

[1 North Nodein Libra, in the Tenth House

The direction that will feel unnatural and be worth going anyway:
taking somebody €else's needs into account before deciding.

You are practised at knowing what you want and going for it, whichis
genuinely useful and not something to lose. What you have less

practice at is the negotiation — genuinely accommodating somebody,



sharing adecision, letting a relationship shape what you do.

What is uncomfortable and useful is compromise that costs you

something.

Right now this looks like being quick. Y ou decide, you move, other
people are still catching up — and once you are moving, checking with

anybody feels like being slowed down rather than like being fair.

The experiment is |etting one person choose, on something you
genuinely have a preference about, and then going along with it
properly instead of visibly enduring it. It will feel like a small defeat.
Watch what it buys you over the following month.

The line to keep: the growth isin the other person getting areal say.

Not agreement for the sake of peace — actual accommodation.

With the North Node in the tenth house, the area you are being pushed
toward is the public one — arole, aresponsibility, something with

your name on it that people can judge.

You are practised at the private, the emotional, the sphere of people
who already know you. What you have less practice at is being

accountable to people who are not fond of you.



What is uncomfortable and useful is stepping into a position where you

could visibly fail.

Thefirst small step: take responsibility for one visible thing. A task
with your name on it and an outcome somebody will notice. The
direction runs through being accountable in public, and the size

genuinely does not matter yet.

The line to keep: the growth isin being seen. It will feel exposed, and
that is precisely the point. Take on something where failing would be

visible. That discomfort is the direction, not awarning.
North Node sextile Ascendant

Being visible would move you forward, and nothing is going to make

you doit.

The link between your surface and your direction is available and
undemanding. When you put yourself where people can see you — a
role, ateam, a piece of work with your name on it — it works, and it

works with less friction than you expected.

L eft alone, you stay comfortably in the background and no single day

isworsefor it.



At your age the version that mattersis small: be the one who
volunteers once. For the reading, the presentation, the part nobody

wants.

It is not about the task. It isthat people cannot think of you for thingsif
they have never seen you do anything, and the whole of this placement
runs on being thought of. VVolunteer before you feel qualified, because
the feeling arrives afterwards or not at all. Everybody who gets asked
for things was once somebody who put their hand up when they were
not sure, and none of them felt ready either. Put your hand up before

you have decided whether you want it.

L ooking Ahead

Y ou are being asked what you want to do, probably several times a

term, by people who mean well.

Most people your age cannot answer that, and the ones who can are

frequently repeating something a parent said. It is worth knowing that
afair number of the adults asking you did not end up doing what they
said at sixteen either, and would tell you so if you asked them straight.

This chapter is not going to name ajob for you. Nobody can read ajob
off a birth chart, the honest limit of what a chart showsis a shape

rather than atitle, and anyone who offers you thetitle is selling



something. Some of the work you will do does not exist yet, which

makes the whole exercise of naming it slightly absurd.

What can be described is the shape: what you want to be seen doing,
the kind of effort that feels like yours, and the conditions under which
you do work you are pleased with. Those hold. The specific thing

changes several times and the shape usually does not.

The practical use of it isimmediate, because you are going to have to
choose subjects before you know anything, and there are three ways
people choose. Some pick what they are already good at, some pick
what sounds respectable, and some pick what their friends picked. All
three are worse than picking by shape, and picking by shapeis

available to you in about ten minutes.

Thelast thing, and it matters more than the rest. Y ou are allowed to be
wrong about this and change it later. That is not the disaster version of
alife, it isthe ordinary one, and ailmost everybody you will ever
admiredid it at least twice.

Doing the thing properly is, for you, more or less the whole of it.

Y our effort goes into making a thing better than it was — refining,
correcting, turning something rough into something that works. That is

areal and uncommon appetite and it has one predictable failure.



The failure iswhere your hours go. Y ou will polish the essay that is
aready fine, because improving it is satisfying, and run out of evening
for the subject that is genuinely in trouble, because starting badly is
not. Y our marks will be strange in a specific way: excellent where you
were already comfortable, thin where you were not. And you know
which subject it is. Y ou have known for weeks, which is the part worth
sitting with, because that makes it avoidance rather than an accident of
timetabling.

The correction is unglamorous. Allocate your time by what is weakest
rather than by what is most satisfying to improve, and use atimer,
literally, because you cannot feel the hour going and nobody with this

pattern ever can.

What to value in yourself, since you are unlikely to do it unprompted:
being the person in a group who actually checksis not a small thing.
Most people genuinely will not, and the ones who will are remembered

for years.

Before You Put ThisDown

That is the whole reading, and the most useful thing you can do with it

now is nothing at all for afew weeks.



A chart read at your age tends to get used immediately, and the two
ways it usually gets used are both worse than leaving it alone. The first
IS as an identity — repeating the flattering parts to people, assembling
aversion of yourself out of adocument. The second is as an excuse,
which is the same move in aworse mood: | am like this, so thereis no
point trying to be otherwise. Both turn a description into afence, and a
description of somebody still changing this fast has no business being a
fence.

The honest useis slower. Keep it. Read it again in two years, and again
at twenty-five, and notice which parts have started to feel obvious. The
passages that seem vague to you now are usually the ones describing
something you have not had the chance to do yet, and they get specific
once there is some life to attach them to. That iswhy thisisworth

keeping rather than finishing.

One more thing, about the parts that irritated you. Somewhere in here
Is a paragraph you disliked on sight, and the instinct isto file it asthe
bit the chart got wrong. Sometimesit is. But the reliable tell isthe
strength of the reaction: being described inaccurately is mildly
annoying, and being described accurately before you were ready for it
isnot mild at all. If a passage made you want to argue, mark it and
come back to it.



And whatever you do with the rest of this, do not let anybody —
including you — use a chart to decide what you are not capable of. It

does not contain that information. Nothing does, at your age.

Theline to keep: thisis adescription of the equipment, not averdict on
what you build with it — and you have barely started building.



