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A sample reading from Mike Astrology. This is the complete report a

customer receives, generated by the same engine — nothing here was

written for this page.

Birth data: 13 December 1989, 05:17, Reading, Pennsylvania, USA.

About the birth time: 05:17 is the time reported in public astrology

databases, not a time taken from a birth certificate. Houses and the

rising sign depend on the exact minute, so house-based sections should

be read as the chart as commonly published rather than as settled fact.

This is an astrological reading, not reporting. It describes a chart. It

is not a claim about what Taylor Swift is actually like, and she has no

connection to Mike Astrology.

Your Codes of Light — How to Read This

Long before the zodiac was drawn, people navigated by individual

stars — named them, told their stories, and watched which ones stood

at the great doorways of the sky when a child was born. That older

layer of astrology is what this reading returns to. At the moment of

your birth, out of more than a thousand named stars, a particular

handful stood in exact geometric conversation with your chart — some

standing on your planets by degree, others rising, culminating, or
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setting in the same breath as them. Those are your stars: not

decorations, but signatures — each one an old story that chose your

chart to continue in. Astrologers call the angular meetings parans, and

each paran belongs to a season of life: some stars walk with your

youth, some with your prime, some arrive as companions of your later

years. Read slowly. Somewhere in these pages you will meet a

sentence that feels less like information and more like recognition —

that one is yours.

Your Two Keynote Stars — Heliacal Rising and
Setting

Your Two Keynote Stars

Before the stars that touch your planets, two stand over the whole

chart. No planet chooses them. The Sun does, and timing does: in the

weeks before you were born, stars were coming out of the Sun's glare

and going back into it at the edge of the dawn sky, as they do every

year, and two of those turns happened last.

The fixed-star tradition calls them the heliacal rising star and the

heliacal setting star, and has treated them as the keynote of a life for as

long as people have watched the dawn for them. The rising star is the

note you came in sounding — what you are made of before you have

done anything with it. The setting star is the note the life moves
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towards — what it keeps turning into, whether you plan it or not.

Each one below carries the number of days before your birth that its

star made its turn. Everything else in this report is played in their key.

✦ Your Heliacal Rising Star — Antares (8 days before birth)

The Rising Star

Your heliacal rising star is the one that most recently came back into

view at dawn before you were born, after weeks lost in the Sun's light.

In the old sky-watching cultures that return was an event: the first

morning a star was seen again was marked, named and waited for all

year. The tradition reads it as the deepest signature in the chart — not a

task you are given, but the material you are made from. It tends to be

the quality other people notice in you before you notice it yourself, and

the one you fall back on without choosing to when everything else has

been taken away.

Antares — the Scorpion's Heart

Antares is the Scorpion's red heart, and its name means the rival of

Mars: the Greeks saw a star the colour of the war planet and set the two

against each other. Persia counted it among its royal stars, the watcher

of the western sky. And it sits opposite Orion, so that as the Scorpion

rises the hunter it was sent to kill sinks below the horizon, the two
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never seen together.

Mars and Jupiter are its planets in the classical lists, force joined to

scale, and the royal-star tradition added a condition: great success is

possible, and it is held only as long as the fight does not become the

point.

What Antares brings is intensity. You commit all the way or not at all,

you stay steady in a crisis that sends other people running, and you are

most yourself when something real is at stake. Courage comes easily,

and so does loyalty to a cause, a person or a principle you have decided

is worth it. People who stand beside you in a bad moment tend to

remember it for life.

The rivalry in the name does not stay in the sky. A heart built for battle

can go on fighting after the battle is won, keeping score long after there

is anything left to gain, until the opponent is the thing that organises

your life. That was the price the royal stars were said to carry, and it

gets counted in lost friendships.

The line to keep: your heart is built for the decisive fight, and the fights

you turn down do as much for your name as the ones you win.

✦ Your Heliacal Setting Star — Algol (6 days before birth)

The Setting Star
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Your heliacal setting star is its counterpart: the star whose last turn

before your birth came on the western horizon at daybreak. The rising

star names what you arrive with. The setting star names where the life

is heading. It is read as a direction rather than a trait — something you

grow into, usually later than you expect and rarely by planning it.

People with a strong setting star tend to see it in hindsight: looking

back, the turns their life took keep pointing the same way, towards

something they could not have named at the start.

Algol — the Power That Was Called a Curse

No star in the sky has been feared like Algol. It marks the Gorgon's

head in Perseus's fist, and the Arabic name it carries means the

Demon's Head. Every three days or so its light dims and brightens on a

clock you can watch, an eye that winks shut and opens again, which

frightened people long before anyone knew it was simply two stars

eclipsing each other in an eternal orbit.

The classical writers gave the Gorgon's head the nature of Saturn and

Jupiter, and for centuries astrologers wrote her obituaries for other

people: violence, ruin, losing one's head. But Medusa was not born a

monster. In the Roman telling she was a beautiful woman punished for

a god's offence in Athena's temple, her hair turned to snakes, her gaze

made lethal, exiled to the edge of the world.
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Algol marks a power that was called monstrous by people who feared

it, and lost none of its force by being named so. You carry an intensity

that unsettles rooms before a word is spoken; you need to know how

deep a thing goes where most people are content to theorize, and you

can hold your gaze on what others turn away from.

The old warnings had one thing right: passion without consciousness

does lose its head. The danger in Algol is a stare that turns people to

stone, an intensity that ends the talk before anything has been seen

clearly. Held with awareness, the same force is as concentrated as

anything in the sky.

The line to keep: Perseus did not kill the Gorgon's power; he carried it

and it won his battles, and yours works the same way, strongest when

carried for someone rather than turned on them.

YOUTH — The Stars That Were Rising

Stars rising as you were born belong to your formative years — the

themes that were handed to you early and shaped what you took for

normal.

✦ Neptune × Betelgeuse
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In your chart: Betelgeuse was rising in the same moment your Neptune

was setting — a paran, the old navigators' bond — a star of your

YOUTH.

Betelgeuse — the Hunter's Shoulder. Its own story is told in your prime

years, where it returns.

Betelgeuse and Your Neptune — Honour That Will Not Hold Still

Betelgeuse meets your Neptune. A star of success and recognition

lands on the planet with no edges, and the honour arrives without ever

quite settling into something you can hold: genuine praise may reach

you without your being able to feel it, the words arriving as though

they were meant for somebody standing nearby. Whatever you are

doing it for, it is not the applause, and that makes you free of a vanity

many accomplished people never shake.

Muddy, the giant's light swells and fades and the hunter can never tell

whether he is shining: achievement that cannot be banked, a success

that never registers and so has to be won again and then again, and the

quiet exhaustion of chasing a feeling that does not arrive. Clear, the red

giant keeps burning with no one needing to watch it change, work done

for the work and kept on record, so that what you achieved stays real

even when the feeling of it fades.
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The line to keep: success does not register in you easily, so write down

the specific thing you did, in plain sentences, on the day it happens.

✦ Neptune × Castor

In your chart: Castor was rising in the same moment your Neptune

was setting — a star of your YOUTH.

Castor — the Mortal Twin

Castor is the northern twin of Gemini and the mortal one. That single

fact organises everything the tradition says about this star. In the myth

the brothers share a mother and not a father: Pollux is the son of a god

and cannot die, Castor is the son of a king and can. When Castor was

killed, Pollux asked to give away half his immortality rather than live

without him, and the arrangement they were granted is the strangest

bargain in Greek myth — the twins alternate, one day among the gods

and the next below, forever.

The classical attribution for Castor is Mercury: quick, verbal, clever

with the hands. The old texts promised a keen intellect, distinction in

law and in writing, wide travel, and a gift with horses. They also

promised the reversal — sudden honour followed by sudden loss —

and they were describing the alternation, not a punishment.
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This is a star of two of everything. Two aptitudes, either of which

could have set the course of a life. Two versions of your reputation,

both sincerely held by people who know you. Two accounts of the

same event in your own memory. The talent is real and unusually

flexible, and to anyone watching from one side only, that flexibility

looks like inconsistency; seen from both sides at once, it is plain range.

Where Castor touches your chart, expect to be underestimated and

overestimated by different people in the same week, and to find both of

them partly right.

The line to keep: Castor deals you two of everything — two talents,

two reputations, two plausible versions of the same life. The old texts

spend their warnings on the second one. What they rarely mention is

that the choosing between the two stays in your hands.

Castor and Your Neptune — Half in Another World

Castor meets your Neptune. The mortal twin whose bargain sends him

back and forth between the heavens and the underworld meets

Neptune's world of dreams, spirit and dissolution, so part of your mind

seems always to live somewhere else. It shows as vivid imagination,

sensitivity to atmospheres and moods, and often an interest in grief, the

spirit or the dead that others find unusual.
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Muddy, the twin lingers below one day longer than the bargain allows:

drifting between worlds rather than choosing one to live in, and

leaving the people beside you with half of your attention. Clear, he

returns each time with word of where he has been, a messenger able to

speak of the unseen in plain words and to walk beside others through

loss without flinching.

The line to keep: what you bring back from the twin's other world is a

true gift, though only once it has a fixed hour of its own; left loose, it

spreads until it has quietly taken over the whole week.

✦ Mars × Deneb

In your chart: Deneb and your Mars were both rising in the same

moment — a star of your YOUTH.

Deneb — the Swan's Tail. Its own story is told in your later years,

where it returns.

Deneb and Your Mars

The Swan flies the length of the Milky Way with its wings spread

across the summer sky, and Deneb marks its tail. With your Mars, your

drive moves the way a swan does: graceful above the water, working

hard below it, and able to cover great distances once it has taken off.
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That grace can turn into a performance that hides the effort and then

resents that nobody saw it, or a fight chosen for the beauty of the

gesture rather than the result. At full stretch it is sustained, elegant

force, the long campaign carried through without fuss and the skill that

makes hard work look like flight.

The line to keep: your effort is meant to cover distance, so measure

yourself by how far you have flown, not by whether anyone saw the

paddling.

✦ Venus × Alcyone

In your chart: Alcyone was rising in the same moment your Venus was

culminating overhead — a star of your YOUTH.

Alcyone — the Heart of the Pleiades

Alcyone is the brightest of the Pleiades, and she is one of the seven

sisters rather than their mother — daughters of Atlas, the man

sentenced to hold up the sky. The cluster sits on the shoulder of Taurus

and is the most recognisable group of stars in the sky after Orion: a

small smudge of light that resolves, if your eyes are good and the night

is dark, into separate points.

Almost every culture that recorded the Pleiades recorded them as

weeping. That is the consistent note across the whole tradition, and the
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classical texts attached it to the eyes specifically — sight, tears, and

things seen that could not be unseen.

What this star describes is not a private sorrow. It is a capacity to feel

something at group scale and to grieve on behalf of more than yourself,

which is why the old readings kept pairing it with vision. You see what

is happening to a family, a company, a country, and you register the

cost of it before anybody has agreed that it is real.

The difficulty attached here is judgement — a hardness that arrives fast

toward people who had the same information and did nothing with it. It

is not cruelty. It is what disappointment turns into when it has nowhere

to go.

You have a long memory and an eye for what is coming, and grief that

is not strictly yours to carry tends to find you. None of the three is

something you chose, and all three tend to be read by other people as

seriousness.

The line to keep: you are one of seven, never the only one. What you

are feeling is being felt elsewhere, and finding the others is not a

comfort — it is the work.

Alcyone and Your Venus — The Love That Did Not Leave
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Alcyone meets your Venus. She is the Pleiad that shines most, one of

the seven daughters of Atlas in the small bright knot riding the Bull's

shoulder, and the old texts attach weeping to her; they are not being

cruel about it, since the Pleiades were mourners before they were

anything else. On Venus that gives your loving a note of mourning that

seems older than anybody involved, lets you read what a bond is

costing before anyone has said so, and makes you gentler than you

would otherwise have been.

Muddy, the sisters weep and tally who failed to weep with them: love

run at the intensity of a trial, the bond that must be proved, tenderness

withheld until it is safe, which is never, and jealousy dressed as

devotion. Clear, the sister sees the trouble coming and keeps her place

in the cluster, a fierce, unembarrassed loyalty, love that has seen the

worst and did not leave.

The line to keep: your love is strong enough to survive being gentle.

✦ Pluto × Unukalhai

In your chart: Unukalhai and your Pluto were both rising in the same

moment — a star of your YOUTH.

Unukalhai — the Serpent's Neck
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Unukalhai is the neck of the Serpent. Serpens is the snake that

Ophiuchus, the serpent-bearer, grips in both fists, a constellation split

into a head and a tail by the man who grips it, and Unukalhai sits just

below the head, where a hand would close to keep the snake from

striking; the name is simply Arabic for the serpent's neck.

In the old star catalogues it carries Saturn and Mars, endurance joined

to heat, and astrologers since have tied it to struggle, with a hard-won

strength, and with a life that keeps handing you things that are alive

and difficult to hold.

What it gives you is grip. You can take hold of a problem that would

make other people let go, keep your nerve while it twists, and stay with

it until it is safe to handle. People bring you the volatile project, the

difficult person, the situation nobody else wants to touch, because you

have shown you can hold it. Patience with difficult, living things is

rarer than talent, and most people never acquire it.

A grip kept long enough turns from a choice into a habit, as fixed as

the serpent-bearer's fists in the sky. Some struggles are worth holding

for years; others continue only because the hand stays shut, so you

never learn what the snake would do, and the effort of holding

becomes the shape of the life.
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The line to keep: you can hold what others drop, and your grip is

trusted as much for the times it opens as for the times it holds.

Unukalhai and Your Pluto — Medicine Or Poison

Unukalhai meets what you will not relinquish. The serpent is remedy

and venom in the same body, and on Pluto the same capacity in you

does both depending on what it is aimed at. It shows wherever you are

handed something raw, a secret, a quarrel, somebody at their lowest,

and trusted to follow it deeper than anyone else nearby would dare.

Muddy, the hand that usually heals uses the same serpent in a bad

week and only tastes the venom afterwards: the two functions

indistinguishable from inside, with no signal about which one is

running. Clear, the serpent-bearer goes down into difficult places, with

other people, in a crisis, in yourself, and comes back up holding the

snake by the neck, the healing half of a genuine gift, and no less true

for having a shadow.

The line to keep: only the person this strength of yours touched knows

which of the serpent's two natures it used, by whether they came out of

it stronger or weaker, and the answer is there whenever you find the

courage to go back and ask.

✦ Uranus × Aculeus



Fixed Stars: Your Codes of Light · for Taylor Swift

Page 17Mike Astrology © 2026

In your chart: Aculeus and your Uranus were both rising in the same

moment — a star of your YOUTH.

Aculeus — the Little Sting

Aculeus means the little barb. It sits just past the curl of the Scorpion's

tail, a loose cluster of stars that the naked eye sees as a soft patch of

light, and its name means exactly that: the small barb, set beside its

larger companion Acumen, the point itself. The Scorpion in the old

story was sent against the hunter Orion, and these two clusters mark

the weapon.

The old catalogues read both clusters as warlike and changeable, heat

with a tide in it, and as stars of sharp tests: the moment a blow lands,

and the moment a defence is learned. They were read less as

misfortune than as training.

Where Aculeus touches your chart, it gives a quick, watchful

intelligence. You notice what is sharp in a situation before anyone has

pointed it out, you can take criticism without being knocked off your

feet, and you learn faster than most from what goes wrong, because

you look at it directly.

Sometimes that watchfulness becomes a guard that stays up when

nothing is coming. A person this alert to the sting can keep everyone at

arm's length long after any danger has passed, and mistake distance for
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safety.

The line to keep: you are quick to see what can hurt and slower to see

who has earned the guard coming down, and the slowness costs more

than any sting.

Aculeus and Your Uranus — Quicker Than the Giant

Aculeus meets your Uranus, which deals in sudden turns and clean

breaks. The little barb belongs to the Scorpion that went after Orion, a

hunter who bragged he could bring down every beast on earth, and the

old story turns on a Uranian moment: something small and unexpected

topples the hunter. The catalogues called the barb warlike and

changeable, so on Uranus change itself comes with an edge. Surprises

tend to arrive small and sharp, you adapt to them sooner than most, and

you have a quick eye for the spot where a settled, confident

arrangement is open to a shock.

Muddy, the barb flicks at every shift in the wind: the guard switched

on by any surprise, a bond or a plan broken off sharply before the other

side can do it first, and freedom defended as though someone were

always about to take it. Clear, the little creature is quicker than the

giant hunter and knows it: shocks taken as training, a change spotted

early and met with skill, and an independence others rely on because it

is alert rather than jumpy.
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The line to keep: shocks rarely knock you over, and no surprise does

you as much harm as the one you strike at before you have looked.

THE PRIME — The Stars That Were Culminating

Stars at the top of the sky belong to your main adult life — the work

you are here to do while you have the strength to do it.

✦ Moon × Betelgeuse

In your chart: Betelgeuse and your Moon were both culminating

overhead in the same moment — a star of your PRIME years.

Betelgeuse and Your Moon — Shoulder of Orion

Betelgeuse stands with your Moon. A variable star on the Moon means

your inner weather has a real amplitude to it: the good days are better

than most people's and the flat ones are flatter, and neither is a verdict

on you. The old texts promised honour, wealth and strife under this

star, in that order, and at home its warmth can make you a generous

host whose door is open to a great many people.

Muddy, the red giant swells and fades and drags the household with it:

moods take the wheel, the inner voice turns on you with a stranger's

face, and closeness swings between all and nothing. Clear, the star
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dims and brightens and remains the same star: a heart that has met its

own depths, knows its own tides and is no longer frightened by them,

feeling that runs deep without drowning the room.

The line to keep: the storm is yours to weather, not to hand to the

people you love.

Betelgeuse's own story belongs here, in your prime years.

Betelgeuse — the Hunter's Shoulder

Betelgeuse is the hunter's shoulder. It marks the top of Orion's raised

arm, the one that lifts the club, and its old Arabic name places it at the

armpit of the giant: the joint where all the force of the swing begins.

Look at it on a winter night and it is plainly a different colour from its

neighbours, a red-orange beside Rigel's blue, and its light never holds

steady. Betelgeuse is a vast old star that swells and fades over months

and years, and in 2019 it dimmed so far that astronomers around the

world turned to watch it.

The classical sources gave Orion's shoulders to Mars and Mercury,

force joined to quickness, and the old astrologers promised honour

won by action, fortune, and a name made through effort rather than

inheritance.
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With Betelgeuse in your chart you have the shoulder's kind of strength:

the capacity to take up a load and keep walking with it. Other people

read that as boldness, because they watch the walking rather than the

weight. You come alive when there is something to lift, and you tend

to end up in charge of the heavy part of any undertaking without

having asked for it.

Where it costs you is the pulse. Like the star, your power can come in

surges, a brilliant season of effort followed by a stretch where the light

runs low, and the dim stretch can feel like the truth about you when it

is only a season.

The line to keep: your strength swells and fades like the star's own

light, so plan your great efforts for the bright seasons and treat the dim

ones as rest, not as a verdict.

✦ Venus × Alphecca

In your chart: Alphecca was culminating overhead in the same

moment your Venus was rising — a star of your PRIME years.

Alphecca — the Jewel of the Northern Crown

Alphecca is the jewel of the Northern Crown — the one bright star in

Corona Borealis, a small perfect arc of faint stars that genuinely looks

like a circlet lying on its side.
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Alphecca and Your Venus — Love That Arrives Easily

Alphecca is joined to your Venus. This is not a story about a reward

for good behaviour. Ariadne helped, was abandoned for it, and was

then given a crown by a god who simply came across her asleep. On

Venus that means the love which lasts is unlikely to be the one you

worked hardest for, and you will find that difficult.

Muddy, Ariadne spins a thread for anyone waiting outside the maze in

the hope that this one will stay: sweetness used as currency, love

earned by usefulness, and a fear, never spoken, that the person

underneath would not be enough to keep anyone. Clear, the god who

finds her asks for nothing and brings a crown, a love given from

fullness rather than for safety, and received without needing to have

been earned.

The line to keep: the love that lasts may not be the one you worked

hardest for, so let it in when it comes easily.

✦ Mars × Alphecca

In your chart: Alphecca and your Mars were both culminating

overhead in the same moment — a star of your PRIME years.

Alphecca and Your Mars — the Long Middle
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Alphecca is bound to your Mars. A circlet of faint stars with one bright

jewel in it is a small, exact, hard-won thing, and that is how this star

spends effort: not in the charge but in the endurance, the long stretch

where nothing is visibly happening and quitting would be entirely

reasonable. You are better at that stretch than most people.

Muddy, the hand lets go of the thread halfway through the maze

because the next turn looks like the last one: effort that quits in the

dark middle stretch, and strength saved for the parts that show. Clear,

Ariadne's thread is held from the door to the centre and back out again,

the gift doing hard work through the long middle, which is where your

strength actually lives.

The line to keep: you are built for the middle of things, so stay through

the part where nothing seems to be happening.

The rest of Alphecca's story belongs here, in your prime years.

The crown belonged to Ariadne. She gave Theseus the thread that got

him out of the labyrinth, left with him, and was abandoned on Naxos

while she slept. Dionysus found her there and the crown he gave her

was thrown into the sky, where it still is. That is the whole story of this

star and it is not a story about a reward. It is about what arrives after

the betrayal, from an entirely unexpected direction, and turns out to be

worth more than what was lost.
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The classical attribution here is Venus with Mercury — beauty joined

to a quick mind — and later readers added a sharper edge, closer to

Mars, for the crown that has to be defended as well as worn. The old

warnings mention scandal, backbiting, and a pull toward solitude. All

three are what happens around visible honour, and none of them is

about your character.

This is the crown that arrives with a weight inside it: the honour is real,

and so is the cost of wearing it in public. Great regard and heavy

responsibility come as one thing, not two.

The artistic and poetic capacity is genuine, the achievement tends to be

quiet, and you end up in charge through circumstances you did not

arrange, would not have chosen, and are rarely thanked for absorbing.

The line to keep: Alphecca's crown tends to be handed over by

someone who saw you on an ordinary or a bad day and chose you

anyway, which is why it outlasts any praise earned on a good one.

✦ Mercury × Facies

In your chart: Facies and your Mercury were both culminating

overhead in the same moment — a star of your PRIME years.

Facies — the Archer's Face. Its own story is told in your closing

season, where it returns.
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Facies and Your Mercury — The Sniper's Sentence

Facies meets the way you think and speak. The face of the Archer is

ruthless focus — the old texts call it the most violent point in the sky

and mean, more usefully, the most unblinking — and on Mercury it

becomes precision that does not soften. You can say the exact true

thing in one sentence and watch it land harder than anything longer

would have, so your briefest remarks often carry the most weight.

Muddy, the archer's arrow is a sentence, and he looses it to take

somebody apart while staying technically correct throughout: accuracy

used as a weapon. Clear, the archer names the target exactly and lets

the truth land without needing to wound, the power to see and say what

a situation actually is when almost nobody in the room can under

pressure.

The line to keep: your sharpest sentence is accurate whichever way

you aim it, and whether it helps or wounds is settled in the half-second

before it leaves you, a pause Facies will never take on your behalf.

✦ Jupiter × Facies

In your chart: Facies was culminating overhead in the same moment

your Jupiter was at the foundation of the sky — a star of your PRIME

years.
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Facies and Your Jupiter — Focus Made Into A Creed

Facies meets what you believe. The unblinking face of the Archer

meets the planet of conviction, and narrow focus becomes a principle

rather than a technique. You are quick to judge other people for being

unfocused, and you mean it, because focus is the virtue you hold most

dear.

Muddy, the archer makes a religion of the narrow sightline: a belief

with a very small aperture, enormous certainty about a single point,

indifference to everything beside it, and no patience for any question

that points another way. Clear, the centaur sees one target all the way

to the bottom while the rest of the hunt is still surveying the ground,

which is how the hardest problems actually get solved, one deep and

patient look at a time, and never in a hurry.

The line to keep: what your creed of focus writes off as distraction is

where Jupiter keeps your next real target, and Facies, aimed at the

current one, will be the last part of you to notice it waiting there.

✦ Mercury × Alhena

In your chart: Alhena was culminating overhead in the same moment

your Mercury was at the foundation of the sky — a star of your PRIME

years.
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Alhena — the Bright Foot. Its own story is told in the part that runs the

length of your life, where it returns.

Alhena and Your Mercury — Wings at the Heel

Alhena works through your Mercury, and the star is close to home

here. The Twins' feet were counted as Mercury's own stars, and

Mercury is the messenger with wings at his heels, so a foot star of his

kind makes a fair emblem for a mind that is quick and graceful at once.

On the planet of the quick tongue and the busy mind, it makes you fast

with words and light on them: you find the phrase a room was reaching

for, turn a muddle into two clean sentences, and make a knotty point so

clear that listeners feel they always knew it.

Muddy, the winged heel never touches down: cleverness spent on the

shape of a sentence more than on whether it is true, a reply loaded

while the question is still being asked, and a lightness that skims every

subject and changes none of them. Clear, the messenger lands long

enough to deliver: words chosen for grace and accuracy together, a

style recognisable in a single line, and a way of making a difficult idea

easy to carry without making it smaller.

The line to keep: your words can make nearly anything sound right,

and they carry furthest when you have first made sure it is.
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THE LATER YEARS — The Stars That Were Setting

Stars setting as you were born belong to your maturity — what comes

into focus once the climbing is done.

✦ Mars × Rigel

In your chart: Rigel was setting in the same moment your Mars was

rising — a star of your LATER years.

Rigel — Orion's Foot

Rigel is Orion's foot — the blue-white supergiant at the hunter's left

leg, and its Arabic name says exactly that and nothing more grand. It is

one of the most luminous stars we can see, brighter in absolute terms

than almost anything else in the sky, and it is positioned at the bottom

of the figure, holding the giant up.

That placement is the whole reading. The tradition attached Jupiter and

Mars to Rigel and promised the standard bright-star inventory —

honours, riches, lasting reputation — but it kept adding one

unglamorous item that most of the other brilliant stars do not get:

inventive and mechanical ability. Rigel is the star of people who can

actually build the thing. Teachers, engineers, the officer everyone

else's plan depends on, the person in a company whose absence is felt

in a week.
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The honours around this star are real, and they are usually slow.

Load-bearing work is not noticed while it holds, which means

recognition tends to arrive either very late or in one sudden lump when

someone finally does the arithmetic on what you have been carrying.

The steadiness is dignified and the appetite is for scale — you want to

be part of something large, and you would sooner build the base of it

than stand anywhere near the top of it. There is also a habit of taking

the foundation position by default, including in rooms where nobody

asked you to.

The line to keep: you are the foot of the giant. Standing there is a

choice, and it is worth making it a choice rather than a reflex.

Rigel and Your Mars — Foot of Orion

Rigel is bound to your Mars. A blue-white supergiant at the foot of the

hunter is force applied at the base of a thing rather than at its visible

top, and that is how your drive works: you move the foundation and let

whatever is standing on it move by itself. It is slower than the

alternative and considerably harder to reverse, and the changes you

make this way tend to last.

Muddy, the giant's foot comes down in a stamp: fury that arrives

whole, words or actions one notch past what the moment needed, and

the damage discovered only afterwards. Clear, the foot plants and the
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hunter stands firm, a formidable and disciplined force, anger that

arrives on time, in proportion and aimed at the actual problem rather

than at whoever happens to be nearby.

The line to keep: your heat is not the danger; the delay before you use

it is.

✦ Jupiter × Procyon

In your chart: Procyon and your Jupiter were both setting in the same

moment — a star of your LATER years.

Procyon — the Forerunner

The name Procyon is Greek for the one ahead of the dog. It leads the

Lesser Dog, and it rises a little ahead of Sirius, the great Dog Star, so

that for the old sky-watchers it was the herald that announced Sirius

was coming. Together with Sirius and Betelgeuse it forms a wide

triangle of winter stars, and few bright stars lie closer to our own Sun.

Mercury and Mars are its planets by the classical reckoning, wit joined

to drive, and the later astrologers tied it to quick beginnings: early

success, fast rises, and a talent for getting somewhere first.

Procyon quickens you in mind and in action. You see an opening

before others have noticed the door, you are often first into a new field,
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a new idea or a new friendship, and your eagerness gets things started

that would otherwise have waited years. People bring you the

beginnings.

Sometimes you run so far ahead that you miss the main event. The

herald can become so used to arriving first that it never stays for what

follows, starting more than it finishes, or burning brightly early and

then moving on before anything has been built on what it began.

The line to keep: you are built to be first, and the few beginnings you

stay with after the great star has risen are what your name comes to

stand for.

Procyon and Your Jupiter — Fast Faith

Procyon meets what you believe. The little dog rises quickly and its

tradition is success that does not keep itself, and on Jupiter the

conviction arrives at speed. You can be wholly persuaded of something

within days, and now and then a conviction gained that quickly will

embarrass you later, the cost of all that speed.

Muddy, the forerunner proclaims every dawn as the great one: belief

with a short fuse and a short life, and a string of sincere enthusiasms,

each one real while it lasts. Clear, the herald learns which morning the

Dog Star actually rises, and you stay genuinely open while also

checking the sky before you announce it, convincible, which is rarer
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than it sounds and the precondition for learning anything worth

knowing.

The line to keep: your certainties arrive whole and sincere, and about

half of them are gone by the third week, which makes the ones that

survive it the surest things you know.

✦ Neptune × Scheat

In your chart: Scheat was setting in the same moment your Neptune

was at the foundation of the sky — a star of your LATER years.

Scheat — the Horse's Leg

Scheat marks the winged horse's leg. In one of the stories about

Pegasus he struck the ground on the Muses' mountain with his hoof,

and a spring burst out of the rock: the Hippocrene, the fountain of the

Muses, whose water was said to give poets their inspiration. Scheat is a

deep orange giant that brightens and fades a little over the weeks, at the

upper right of the large square of stars the winged horse makes in the

autumn sky.

The classical scheme gives Pegasus to Mars and Mercury, and later

astrology tied Scheat to the independent mind: original thought, a

willingness to go against the current, and ideas that break through

where nobody expected water.
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Your mind strikes like that hoof. You think for yourself, you see what

others have not seen in ground they walk over every day, and your

ideas can open something that becomes a source for other people long

after you have gone elsewhere.

Not every strike opens a spring. A mind gifted at breaking ground can

start disagreeing for the pleasure of the blow, opposing what is settled

simply because it is settled, and spending its force where there was

never any water to find.

The line to keep: your best ideas spring from ground you picked on

purpose, and one well-chosen strike gives more water than a hundred

blows thrown at whatever is settled.

Scheat and Your Neptune — Deep Water

Scheat meets your Neptune. The old warnings about this star

concerned water and sudden loss, and Neptune governs the sea and the

unconscious, so the pair describe a mind drawn to depths where most

people would not swim: you may be fascinated by the hidden and the

taboo, sensitive to collective suffering, and gifted at imagining what

others refuse to look at.

Muddy, Pegasus settles on the open sea and lets the waves close over

him: other people's pain flooding in with no boundary, and escape into

fantasies, substances or causes that carry you out of your depth. Clear,
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the spring Pegasus opened on the mountain runs clean down to the sea,

the visionary artist or healer who brings images back from the deep

that help others face their own.

The line to keep: you are drawn to the depths, so keep one solid daily

routine untouched by them, and let it be your boat.

✦ Jupiter × Facies, in your later years

In your chart: Facies was setting in the same moment your Jupiter was

rising — a star of your LATER years.

Facies in Your Later Years

Facies is the archer's eye, and setting in the later years it sharpens how

you judge other people. You tend to see quickly who is reliable and

who is not, and in partnerships or business this precision can save you

a great deal of trouble.

The edge of this star is ruthlessness: cutting people off too fast, judging

without mercy. In these years its best form is focus used to protect

what matters, aimed at problems rather than at the people who bring

them.

✦ Mercury × Deneb
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In your chart: Deneb was setting in the same moment your Mercury

was at the foundation of the sky — a star of your LATER years.

Deneb and Your Mercury — A Mind at Home Anywhere

Deneb meets your Mercury, which runs your thinking, study and talk.

Deneb is simply Arabic for a tail: it is the last bright point of the Swan,

whose long neck reaches south down the river of the galaxy. The

classical scheme rules the star by Venus and Mercury, grace joined to

wit, so the planet here shares in the star's own rule, and later

astrologers read in it a fast mind and an aptitude for study. Your

thinking moves like a swan, through water, over land and in the air,

comfortable in all three, so you pick up a language, a subject, a

stranger's way of seeing far faster than anyone expects.

Muddy, the long neck stretches toward the next subject before the last

is swallowed: a mind of a dozen beginnings and no depth in any, quick

talk that charms a room and leaves no trace, and the restlessness of

someone always learning and never quite knowing. Clear, the swan

passes from water to air and back without losing its grace, and you turn

into a translator between worlds: you can explain one field in the

language of another, and pass on in an evening what took years to

puzzle out.

The line to keep: you pick things up at a speed that startles people, and

the knowledge only stays when you teach it to someone else.
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Deneb's own story belongs here, in your later years.

Deneb — the Swan's Tail

Deneb marks where the Swan's tail feathers end. Cygnus stretches its

long neck south along the band of the galaxy, and the old story behind

it is of Cycnus, who dived again and again into the river where his

friend Phaethon had fallen, until the gods turned him into the bird that

swims and searches. Deneb itself is among the most luminous stars yet

measured, so distant that its light, seen tonight, left it in the age of

ancient Greece or Rome, yet it still shines as a corner of the great

triangle of summer stars.

Venus and Mercury rule it in the classical scheme, grace joined to wit,

and later astrologers saw in it a quick intelligence, an aptitude for

learning, and a talent that carries a person beyond the circumstances

they started in.

It shows as range. You learn fast and in several directions at once, you

are at home in more than one world, and your ability tends to lift you a

long way from where you began. People notice an ease in you that

came, in fact, from years of practice. Teachers remember you, and you

often become one, passing on in months what took you years to learn.

The risk in it is restless searching. As the swan dived into that same

river, you can keep returning to one question or one loss, sure the
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answer is just below the surface, when the gift of the swan was always

that it could also fly, and the searching can crowd out the life you are

already living.

The line to keep: your talent was made to carry you far, so let it lift you

clear of the river as well as search it.

✦ Moon × Acamar

In your chart: Acamar was setting in the same moment your Moon was

culminating overhead — a star of your LATER years.

Acamar — the Old End of the River

Acamar was once the end of the world's river. For the Greek

astronomers, the long stream of Eridanus ran south until it vanished

below their horizon, and the last star they could see, this one, took the

name of the river's mouth. Later sailors charting the far southern sky

found the river ran on, and the title moved south with it to Achernar.

Acamar kept a worn-down form of the old title: a star that served as the

boundary until the map grew.

Jupiter rules the river's last bright star in the classical scheme, Saturn

the rest, and Acamar has been linked since with long voyages, public

office, and with the experience of a limit that turns out not to be final.
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Being outgrown comes to you with grace. You can let a role, a belief

or a boundary pass to whatever comes next without bitterness, you

understand that every map is provisional, and you help other people

see that the edge they are standing at is not where the river stops.

Yet the star that marked the end can go on guarding it. Having once

been the place where everything stopped, you can keep defending a

limit that the world has already moved past, insisting on the old map

because it was true when you learned it.

The line to keep: you mark where the known ends, and your marks stay

useful after the limit moves on, much as this star still carries the river's

old title long after the map ran past it.

Acamar and Your Moon — Watching the River Go Under

Acamar falls in with your Moon, which rules mood, comfort and the

quiet feeling of being safe. From a Greek shore the river of stars could

be followed south, light by light, as far as this one, and after it the

stream simply went under the horizon, out of sight but not, as the

sailors later proved, at an end. The Moon takes that picture personally.

You feel the moment something passes out of view, a person moving

away, a season closing, a familiar place changing hands, more keenly

than most, and part of your comfort lies in knowing exactly where

things stand and where they stop.
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Muddy, the watcher on the shore decides the river must end where the

eye loses it: feelings anchored to whatever is still in view, a need to

keep everything you care for within sight, and sorrow spent on changes

that are only bends in the stream. Clear, the watcher sits on through the

night and trusts the dark water to keep moving south: a calm that needs

no proof, comfort drawn from what continues out of sight, and a

steadiness that reaches other people when their own familiar edge falls

away.

The line to keep: what passes out of your sight has rarely stopped, and

your peace grows each time you feel that before the proof arrives.

THE CLOSING SEASON — The Stars That Were At
The Nadir

Stars at the foundation of the sky belong to the last chapter — what

you return to, and what you leave behind you.

✦ Mercury × Vega

In your chart: Vega and your Mercury were both at the foundation of

the sky in the same moment — a star of your ELDER years.

Vega — the Harp String



Fixed Stars: Your Codes of Light · for Taylor Swift

Page 40Mike Astrology © 2026

Vega is the harp string. Lyra is the lyre Hermes made out of a tortoise

shell, and the instrument passed to Orpheus, whose playing is the only

music in Greek myth that changed what happened — it stopped rivers,

moved stones, and talked the ruler of the dead into giving someone

back.

It came with one condition. He could lead Eurydice out of the

underworld provided he did not turn around to check that she was

following. He turned around a few steps from daylight.

That is the reading, and it is unusually exact. This is a star of genuine

artistic and intellectual gift — the old attribution is Venus with

Mercury, grace joined to a quick mind, with a later line adding Saturn

steadying Jupiter, the artistry given earth to stand on. What it asks is

that you keep playing without turning round to see whether it is

working. The checking is the failure mode, every time.

Vega has one more distinction, which comes from time rather than

rank: it was the pole star about fourteen thousand years ago, and

precession will bring it back to that position in roughly twelve

thousand more. Other stars take their turn at the pole and come round

again, Thuban among them, but none of them burns there as brightly as

Vega, and the return is the part of its story worth keeping.
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Refinement and real charm, a serious pull toward music, art or science

— and a tendency to become grave and self-conscious about the one

thing you are unmistakably best at, and to prefer being praised for

something smaller.

The line to keep: play it facing forward. Whatever is following you is

following, and looking back to confirm it is the one move that loses it.

Vega and Your Mercury — The Charmed Sentence

Vega tunes your Mercury. The lyre carries charm and a certain magic,

and on Mercury, where thinking and speaking live, it puts music into

ordinary speech: people tend to agree with you before the argument is

finished, on the strength of how it sounds, and a sentence of yours can

take an idea further than it would get on its own. That is a real power,

and it asks for real care.

Muddy, the lyre plays the lovely line instead of the true one: a mind

that rewards itself for phrasing and reaches for the elegant version

every time unless something stops it, so the sentence wins and the truth

goes quietly missing. Clear, Orpheus plays the true song beautifully,

and a difficult idea becomes welcome, which is most of what stops

good ideas from travelling, and the reason yours travel.

The line to keep: your words persuade by their sound, so state the plain

version to yourself first and check that it still holds before you dress it.
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✦ Mercury × Facies, in your closing season

In your chart: Facies and your Mercury were both at the foundation of

the sky in the same moment — a star of your ELDER years.

Facies in Your Closing Season

Facies at the root turns the archer's eye inward. In the closing season

Facies brings a hard, clear look at your own life: what worked, what

did not, what you would aim at differently. Such clarity stings, and few

people ever get it.

You are within range of the same unblinking judgement yourself, and

it can be merciless. Late in life Facies works best when the precision

serves to finish what still matters and to let go of what does not, rather

than to keep score of old misses.

Facies's own story belongs here, in your closing season.

Facies — the Archer's Face

The name Facies means the Archer's face. In Sagittarius the centaur

draws his bow across the brightest reach of the Milky Way toward the

Scorpion's heart, and just above the arrow, where his eye would be, sits

a great globular cluster of stars, hazy to the naked eye and in a

telescope a ball of hundreds of thousands of suns. Its Latin name
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means simply the face, and the old drawing placed it where the archer

takes aim.

The ancient catalogues gave the clusters the natures of the Sun and

Mars, will joined to drive, and later astrologers read Facies as a star of

focus: the attention that narrows until only the target is left.

It gives you concentration that other people find almost uncanny.

When you have chosen a goal you can hold it in view for months or

years, ignore distractions that would derail anyone else, and arrive

while others are still deciding where to aim. In anything that needs a

long, steady sightline, you are hard to beat.

Everything outside the sightline fades while you aim. An archer at full

draw sees nothing but the target, and you can stop noticing the people

beside you, the weather changing, the reasons the goal was chosen in

the first place, until hitting the mark has become the only measure of a

life.

The line to keep: your focus can carry you to almost any target, and the

ones worth hitting were chosen while the bow was down and you could

see the whole field.

LIFELONG — The Stars Standing On Your Chart
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These stars sit on a point of your chart by degree. A

degree-conjunction is the strongest classical contact, and it keeps to no

single season: it holds for the whole of your life.

✦ Vega on your Saturn

In your chart: Vega stands on your Saturn, within 1.73° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Vega and Your Saturn — Charm Put To Work

Vega is weighed by your Saturn. The lyre is charm and artistry, and

Saturn, the taskmaster, insists that the charm be earned into a structure

rather than simply enjoyed: you are inclined to practise something

artistic seriously, over years, when the easy version is right there, and

your work tends not only to please but to hold up, which is less

common than it should be.

Muddy, the craftsman tunes the strings for so long that the lyre is never

played: perfectionism dressed as standards, work of real quality held

back because it is not finished enough, and a maker who cannot take a

compliment because Saturn will not allow the work to be called good.

Clear, the tortoise shell becomes an instrument through patience, and

the patience is the art, durable beauty built slowly and released in time,

craft that grows richer every year it is practised and still gets heard.
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The line to keep: your work holds up, so let one piece go out each year

before you think it is ready.

✦ Altair on your Venus

In your chart: Altair stands exactly on your Venus within 0.21° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Altair — the Eagle's Eye

Altair is the eye of the Eagle, brightest star of Aquila, a white star that

climbs fast and sets fast. Historically it was read as Jupiter and Mars

together — boldness with real ambition behind it — and the old texts

promised sudden elevation while warning that what arrives quickly

rarely stays.

You decide from height. Where other people gather more information,

you have already seen the shape of the thing from above and moved,

and you are usually right, which is the part that makes this hard to

argue with. Speed of judgement is a genuine advantage and you have

the record to prove it.

Everything that comes after the decision is harder. Altair gets you

there; it does not help you hold the position. That classical warning

about fortune arriving suddenly and leaving the same way is really an

observation about attention — you are already looking at the next thing
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before the last one is secured, and when something slips away from

you, it is mostly a thing you won fairly and then stopped watching.

There is a second effect worth naming. Because the altitude is easy for

you, you assume it is easy generally, and you can be genuinely

impatient with people who need the ground surveyed before they will

move. They are not slower than you. They are doing a different job.

The line to keep: your decisions are rarely what costs you under Altair,

and slowing them would not help; the eagle's eye wins the height in a

single look, and what you gained becomes permanent or quietly gives

itself back in the unglamorous stretch after it, a stretch that pays for

staying put and never for speed.

Altair and Your Venus — Eagle of Aquila

Altair meets your Venus. Jupiter and Mars together is boldness with

real ambition behind it, and on Venus it makes you decisive about

people: you know quickly, you act on it, and you are usually right,

drawn to adventurous people and to art that celebrates freedom.

Anyone who needs to be known slowly, though, may never be given

the chance.

Muddy, every new valley charms the eagle and every settled one

makes it restless: affection in motion, the chase more vivid than the

having, and the next person always brighter than the one you already
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know. Clear, the cowherd crosses the bridge of magpies to the same

beloved every year, a warmth that keeps discovering the same person

instead of needing a different one.

The line to keep: you decide about people at first sight, yet every bond

of yours that outlasts the first rush is the kind where you both stay free

to fly and still choose to come back.

✦ Algol on your Descendant

In your chart: Algol stands exactly on your Descendant within 0.45° —

a degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Algol and Your Descendant — Meeting the Gorgon

Algol meets your Descendant, the place of the people who stand

opposite you. Medusa's fierce and feared power tends to arrive through

other people: intense partners, formidable rivals, relationships in which

anger or passion runs high, and an attraction to people others find

frightening. You can partner with strong, difficult people as an equal

and stand beside someone through their darkest material without

turning away.

Muddy, the Gorgon is always across the table and never in the mirror:

projection, your own force disowned and found again in partners and

rivals, and the monster kept at arm's length, never held by your own
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hand. Clear, Perseus looks at Medusa in the polished shield and sees

her clearly without turning to stone himself, a partnership in which

both people own their power and neither has to carry the other's.

The line to keep: you meet your own force in other people, so when

someone close seems frightening, ask what part of your power you

have handed them to carry.

✦ Nunki on your Neptune

In your chart: Nunki stands on your Neptune, within 0.92° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Nunki — the Star of Eridu. Its own story is told in the part that runs the

length of your life, where it returns.

Nunki and Your Neptune — The Message In The Fog

Nunki meets what dissolves in you. The Archer's star is the

announcement — truth-telling, declarations, messages that carry —

and on Neptune the message arrives without a return address. You

often know what to say to somebody without being able to explain

how you know it is the right thing, and the knowing is rarely wrong.

Muddy, the message rises from the deep with no sender: a hunch

delivered with the authority of a finding, certain about things nobody
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can check. Clear, it is the wisdom of Ea carried up from the fresh

waters below the earth, the right sentence for whoever needs it, offered

gently and found to be true, the useful word rather than the impressive

one.

The line to keep: Nunki gives every hunch of yours the ring of

certainty, earned or not, and the hunches that help a stranger most

arrive as a question, which leaves you room to be wrong about

someone else's life.

✦ Nunki on your Saturn

In your chart: Nunki stands on your Saturn, within 1.20° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Nunki and Your Saturn — The Declaration That Binds

Nunki is bound to your Saturn. Few star names are older: this one

came down from Babylon, which gave the star to Eridu and to Ea, god

of wisdom, and the name has outlasted the city. On Saturn the star's

message turns into an obligation: what you say out loud becomes

something you are held to. Once you state an intention publicly, you

find it very hard to drop quietly afterwards, even long past the point

where dropping it would be sensible, because your word has become a

structure.
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Muddy, the old name is kept going after Eridu has fallen to dust: a

commitment made in one sentence and carried for years after its reason

has gone, a life shaped by things said with more confidence than

thought. Clear, the message lasts because it was worth carrying, and

your word is genuinely good: people can plan around what you say,

which is worth more than most talents.

The line to keep: Saturn will hold you to anything you announce,

whether or not you meant it, and Nunki will already have made it

sound certain, so your sentences tend to outlive your reasons.

Nunki's own story belongs here, in the part that runs the length of your

life.

Nunki — the Star of Eridu

Nunki is one of the oldest star names still in use. It comes from

Babylon, where the star was tied to Eridu, the sacred city of Ea, the

god of the fresh waters beneath the earth and of the wisdom that came

up out of them. Today it sits in the handle of the small teapot shape

that the brighter stars of Sagittarius make, on the Archer's side, low in

the summer sky for northern viewers.

Jupiter and Mercury are the planets the classical writers gave it, belief

joined to language, and astrologers who took up the Babylonian thread

took it for the star of the message: wisdom that is only complete once it
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has been passed on.

Nunki gives you the voice of a teacher. You learn something and

immediately want to tell it well, a difficult idea becomes plain in your

hands for people who were sure they would never understand it, and

people want your explanation more than they want the facts. What you

know tends to travel further than you do.

Sometimes the message hardens into a sermon. A person who loves to

carry wisdom can stop listening once the message is ready, repeating

the same truth to every audience whether or not it was asked for, and

mistaking being heard for being right.

The line to keep: you were made to pass wisdom on, and what you

pour out for others keeps its freshness while you go on drawing new

water yourself.

✦ Alhena on your Jupiter

In your chart: Alhena stands on your Jupiter, within 1.27° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Alhena and Your Jupiter — The Name That Stuck

Alhena comes to your Jupiter with two names, and the story of them

explains how it works. Its grand early title, Almeisan, was given up
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because almost any bright star could claim it, so it no longer pointed

anywhere; the name that lasted was the brand, a mark that belongs to

one owner and no other. Jupiter, big-hearted and believing, takes that

history as the rule for how your hopes come true. The rule shows in

your aims, which are usually narrow and sharply drawn: one craft

taken seriously, one cause backed with real means, one kindness done

in exact detail.

Muddy, the proud title stays on the door after it has gone hollow: large

statements of principle, a taste for show, generosity performed where it

will be seen, and plans so wide that nobody, including you, could say

what they would look like finished. Clear, the brand replaces the boast:

faith that shows up as one specific mark on the world, a generosity

people recognise by its details, and growth that comes from being

known for something instead of for everything.

The line to keep: your luck keeps pace with how exactly you can

describe your hopes, and vague wishes are the only kind it ignores.

Alhena's own story belongs here, in the part that runs the length of

your life.

Alhena — the Bright Foot

Alhena is the left foot of Pollux, the immortal twin of Gemini, a clean

white light and the third brightest star in the figure. Its name is Arabic
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for a brand, the mark painted on in tar or burned into a camel's neck so

that a stranger could tell at a glance whose animal it was. An older

name, Almeisan, meant the one who marches proudly.

The old reckoning set the stars of the Twins' feet under Mercury with a

little of Venus, a quick mind with grace in it. Later writers called

Alhena a star of eminence in the arts and of refinement, and they kept

one warning for it, about the feet: a tender heel in an otherwise sure

stride.

You carry a signature. Whatever you make, say or arrange bears a

mark people learn to know, a phrasing all your own, how a room gets

put together, the tidy way a problem gets untangled once it reaches

you, so that others often guess the maker before anyone tells them.

Your mind moves fast and lightly, and you go about things with a quiet

pride in how they are done.

A mark so easy to recognise can end up mattering more than the work

under it. You polish the signature instead of what it signs, you take the

easier road because ease looks graceful to onlookers, and nearly

always there is one tender spot as well, a single kind of criticism that

gets past every defence, which you guard so closely that your whole

stride bends around it.
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The line to keep: the praise you collect will gather around what came

easily, and the spot where you flinch is where your finest things come

from.

✦ Mirzam on your Jupiter

In your chart: Mirzam stands on your Jupiter, within 0.64° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Mirzam — the Announcer

Mirzam marks the left forefoot of the Great Dog, a blue-white light of

the second magnitude, and it takes its name from al-murzim, Arabic

for the announcer. The title was earned by timing. Mirzam clears the

eastern horizon a short while ahead of Sirius, so whoever watched it

come up knew that the night's brightest star was on its way.

Every star of the Great Dog except Sirius itself has the nature of Venus

in the old reckoning: warmth, an open hand and a faithful heart. Later

readers took the name at its word and made Mirzam the star of a voice

that speaks out before the rest, carrying a message that must be

delivered, wanted or not.

In you, the star makes an early listener: you hear what is coming while

it is faint, and you dare to name it. You put into words what a room has

only half sensed, news tends to reach others through you, welcome or
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hard, and the warmth in your telling makes it easier to take. Being the

event means little to you beside making it known, and people

remember who told them.

Sometimes the announcement swallows the announcer. A herald is

famous for a light that is not its own, so whole years may pass in

speaking for other people's ideas, causes and arrivals without learning

what you would say on your own account; or the telling becomes a

need, and you pass on news you had no right to give, or news not yet

true.

The line to keep: what you announce will usually outshine you, and

when people want to hear what comes next, it is still your door they

knock on.

Mirzam and Your Jupiter — The Hound Given to Europa

One old story makes the Great Dog a gift from Jupiter himself: the

hound he gave Europa to keep her safe once he had carried her over the

sea to Crete. Mirzam is allied, then, with your Jupiter, which takes its

name from the giver, and the announcer's voice turns to good news on

a wide scale. You believe out loud, you can tell people that better

things are coming and get them believing it, and you speak up

generously for anyone in your keeping.



Fixed Stars: Your Codes of Light · for Taylor Swift

Page 56Mike Astrology © 2026

Muddy, the guard dog raises the alarm along the whole coast and calls

it protection: good fortune promised on everybody's behalf, a sermon

about the coming light for people who only wanted a straight answer,

and loyalty so loud it smothers whoever you meant to guard. Clear, the

hound stays at Europa's side in a strange country: faith you can give

reasons for, kind words carried first to the people who tend to hear

them last, and hope announced only where you will stay to help it

arrive.

The line to keep: the people you vouch for out loud tend to rise to what

you said about them, and those you only made promises to usually drift

away.

✦ Rasalhague on your Sun

In your chart: Rasalhague stands on your Sun, within 0.92° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.

Rasalhague — the Head of the Healer

Rasalhague is the head of the Serpent Bearer. Ophiuchus stands in the

sky with a snake held in both hands, and he is Asclepius — the

physician who learned so much about medicine that he raised a man

from the dead, and was killed by Zeus for it, and was put among the

stars anyway.
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The snake is the point. The staff with a serpent coiled around it is still

the sign on the side of an ambulance, because the oldest pharmacology

we have was venom: the substance that kills at one dose treats at

another, and the entire skill is knowing the difference. The classical

attribution assigns Rasalhague to Saturn with Venus, and that pairing

describes the same thing in a different language — sweetness handled

with discipline, or it is not medicine.

What the tradition attached here was humanitarian instinct,

philosophical breadth, and an unusual tolerance for material other

people find frightening. The old warnings around this star are

essentially warnings about dosage, written by people who had watched

someone get it wrong.

Where Rasalhague touches your chart you are the person others bring

the thing they cannot say out loud, and you are genuinely unshockable

— which is a form of kindness, and also the reason you end up holding

more than your share. You are drawn toward what is unwell, in people

and in systems, and you are usually right that it can be treated.

The line to keep: you handle live material safely because you respect

the dose. The day that stops being deliberate is the day the same skill

starts costing you something.

Rasalhague and Your Sun — The Physician at the Centre
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Rasalhague is twined with your Sun, so the physician's calling is the

axis your identity turns on. The star crowns Ophiuchus, the healer

holding his serpent, whose rod still marks the side of many an

ambulance, because the first medicine was venom given in the right

measure. Old catalogues blended Saturn with Venus for this star,

warmth kept to a strict dose. On the Sun it makes you keeper of what

nobody else gets told, and you are genuinely unshockable, a kindness

that is also why so much that others cannot hold is left with you.

Muddy, the healer needs a patient to have a shape: a self that exists

while someone is unwell, being needed mistaken for being known, and

an identity that goes quiet in any room where nothing is wrong. Clear,

Asclepius can put the snake down at nightfall and still be himself: a

self that can sit with anything and then go home, steadiness chosen

each time rather than required of you.

The line to keep: being easy to confide in has made you hard to know,

and whoever knows you well heard about your week before you asked

about theirs.

✦ Hadar on your Ascendant

In your chart: Hadar stands on your Ascendant, within 1.93° — a

degree-conjunction, the strongest classical contact.
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Hadar — the Centaur's Foreleg

Hadar is the foreleg of the Centaur — the second brightest star in

Centaurus, a blue giant sitting beside Toliman in a part of the sky that

never rises for most of the northern hemisphere. The two are the

Pointers: a line from Toliman through Hadar leads on to the Southern

Cross.

The centaur is the teacher. Whatever else the constellation has been

called, the figure Greek myth put there was the one who trained the

heroes: medicine, music, archery, astronomy, the reading of plants.

The classical attribution to this star is Venus with Jupiter, and the

traditional list of what it gives is unusually specific — botany, music,

medicine, divination, and a refined sensibility that shows up early.

The warning the old texts attached is hard-heartedness and strong

passion, and both belong to the same figure. A centaur is a civilised

mind on top of an animal that has its own opinions. What this star

describes is a person of real cultivation who is also carrying

considerable force, and who is periodically surprised by how much of

it there is.

The teaching capacity is the part worth taking seriously. People bring

you things to be shown how, not told what — and you are patient in a

way that does not match the rest of your temperament, because

instruction is the one place the two halves agree.
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Honour arrives here through competence rather than through ambition.

With it comes a strong aesthetic sense, and a temper that is slow, rare,

and remembered in detail by everyone who happened to be present.

The line to keep: the horse is not a flaw in the man. It is what gets him

to the people who need teaching, and it is why he can carry them.

Hadar and Your Ascendant — Bearing Yourself Well

Hadar touches your Ascendant, the manner you lead with and the face

a stranger meets before any other. The star marks the Centaur's front

leg, and the Greeks pictured that creature as the teacher of heroes, a

civilised mind riding on a great deal of force, and on the Ascendant it

becomes bearing: people read standards off you before you speak, and

they are inclined to treat you as more senior, more careful or more

respectable than your actual circumstances warrant, deferring to you

before they can say why.

Muddy, the centaur wears the scholar's robe over a horse that has never

been asked to carry anyone: bearing as a costume, authority handed to

an impression that has not earned it, and an uncomfortable gap

between how you are read and what you know. Clear, the teacher

kneels so the young hero can climb on, and the bearing is backed by

real knowledge offered freely, a quiet leadership that holds a room's

standards simply by being in it.
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The line to keep: people grant you authority on sight, so say plainly

when you do not know something, because the impression survives an

admission and does not survive being found out.

Carrying Your Stars

A star reading is not a horoscope — it does not expire with the month.

These signatures were sealed at your first breath and they walk with

you for life, each taking its turn to speak in its own season. You do not

need to do anything with them; it is enough to know their names, the

way it steadies a traveler to know the constellations overhead. But if

you want to work with them, the old way still functions: on clear

nights, find the season's star of yours, look at it directly, and let it look

back. What was written in light responds to attention. The sky spent

centuries learning your stars' stories — you have a lifetime to finish

reading them.

Your Stars at a Glance

48 stars stood in exact contact with your chart at birth; the 20

strongest are read in this report, led by Vega, Betelgeuse, Alphecca.

Your keynote stars: Antares (rising) and Algol (setting).
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Vega — on your Saturn; with your Mercury in your closing season.

Betelgeuse — with your Neptune in your youth; with your Moon in

your prime years.

Alphecca — with your Venus in your prime years; with your Mars in

your prime years.

Altair — on your Venus.

Algol — on your Descendant.

Castor — with your Neptune in your youth.

Rigel — with your Mars in your later years.

Procyon — with your Jupiter in your later years.

Scheat — with your Neptune in your later years.

Facies — with your Mercury in your prime years and closing season;

with your Jupiter in your prime years and later years.

Nunki — on your Neptune; on your Saturn.

Alhena — on your Jupiter; with your Mercury in your prime years.
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Deneb — with your Mars in your youth; with your Mercury in your

later years.

Mirzam — on your Jupiter.

Rasalhague — on your Sun.

Hadar — on your Ascendant.

Alcyone — with your Venus in your youth.

Unukalhai — with your Pluto in your youth.

Aculeus — with your Uranus in your youth.

Acamar — with your Moon in your later years.

✦ ✦ ✦


